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The As of Great Athanaſius, &>c. 


Hom [ha't beve no other Gods but Mt, 
fairh God himſelf, in the words 
of the Firſt Commandment : and 
again by the Prophet, Hoſe "5 4 

Thou ſhalt know no God but Mr. The lame 

Plain Truth 1s as expreſly deltvered in the 

New Teſtament; Meurk 12.32. Thee is On 

God, and thrie is nont other out He, 1Cor, 

8. 4. There it none other God but Ow. Gal.3.20. 

God is One, This therefore is the Scriprure- 
Propofition, that there is #0 other God but Ont; 

or thar God is One, Bur ro this ſome No- 

velliſis have oppoſed a contrary Propofition, 
that thre is move than One, who God; or that 

God is Three, There 1s, ſay they, a Farker, 

his Son, and a Holy Spirit, diſtin& from boch, 

each of which is God, and « God. 
Now fince the firſt of theſe Propoſicions 
hay been judged by God himſelf to be fo 

mM , and (o neceſlary to be belicy'd 

and pgofeſt ; chat He has made it the very 

firſt of his Commandments to Men, and fince 
the ocher is incon{Menr with it, and contra- 
difory to it : We muſt have as clear a Com- 
mandmenr and Revelation from God, to be- 
l1eve and profeſs the ſecond ( which is to 
ſappoſe, rhat God can make contrary Reve- 
larions, concerning an anchangeable Truth) 
as "ris evident we once had for the firſt. And 
we the rather demand this, becauſe thoſe 
whom the Novelliſts have fuperadded to the 

One true God, are in holy Scriptures as plain- 

ly denied to He Gods, or God, as the Fa- 

ther is affirmed to be tliat one true God : 

Mari 10. 18, Wiy callst thew me Gord ( faich 

our Lord Chriſt ) thre is none Good [aut One, 

that it Ged. Ephel. 4. 4, 5. 5. There ts one 

Szirit,—— owe Hoje, one Lo'd, ou Faith, one 
Baftiſe, one God and Fatirr of all, who is a+ 


bove all, In the firſt of theſe Texrs, the 
Lord Chriſt deniech himſelf ro be God; in 
the other, the ont Spirit and the ont Lord, be- 
ing without doube tie Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, 
and the Lord Chriſt; nice ing here 


diſtinguiſhed from, and oppoſed to the One * 


Goa, "ris evident they are as much denied ro 
be the One God, as the one Hope, one Faith, 
-+ wy Baptiſm are denied to be that one 


The truth is, the holy Scriptures are ſo 
copious and plain in this marrer, that che 
more learned Trimcarians conteſs, that the 
Dodrine of the Trinity is not faunded on 
the Scriptures, but on the Tradition of che 
Church; ſo fay all the Cathelich Dofbors, 
Some of them have not ſcrupled to own, 
that this Doftrixt is contrary to Reaſon; and 
thar ſuch as have pretended to prove it by Scrip- 
fwt, fuo artificio viacuncur, art beaten af ther 
own Wizyon, by thin Advirſaries the Units 
rians; fo faith D. Pazuins, the moſt lea. ned 
Wrier of the moſt learned Order. 

Dr. Ser{s:&, tho a Proceſtanc, is not wil- 
ling that this Queſtrog abour che Unity of 
God, ſhould be decided by the Scripeures 
only, but extols che Dofrine of the Trintey, 
as the T aditionary Faith of the Charch, p. 31. 
He. (cornfully calls rhe Scripeure ( p. 29.) 
the Nett-mabir"s injallivie and compliuat Rule of 
Faith, which alſo he repeats more than once; 
incunating thereby ( tur, what elfec can he 
mean? ) chat "tis not Dr. Skniack's Rule of 
Fatth, ac leaſt not a cumplcat and intailivle 
Rule, in his Opinion. Ar 7. 161. hc fiſt. 
purs this caſe ; Suppoſe t!1ac the natural Cans | 
firu&ion ot the words of cripture umport 
tuch a ſenſe, as is contrary to tome evident 
Principle of Reaton? Then he r<lolves his 
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irreverent Sppoſcrion in theſe words, Then 1 
won't beliews the Scripture, Neicher did this 
drop from him unawares 3 for he goes on 


there in theſe farther words, How / not be- 


lirve Scriptwe ? No, no, I will believe no pts 
traded Rewilation, which contradidts thi 2.4m 
DifAatts of Reads, in wikch all, Manignd agntt. 
Bur ail or very near all Mankind hath more 
than once agreed in Jdoiztry and Poiythiym : 
it ſeems the Viedicatoy, had he lived un choſe 
rimes, would not have beligved che Scrip- 
gre, againſt the agrted ſenſe of Manking, but 
would have departed from the one true God, 
to Idols and more Gods. The S9:inians arc 
of a contrary mind. Rath the Holy Scrip- 
rure, that is, hath God faid it? They will 
believe, tho all Men and Angels contradidt it ; 
They will always prefer the infimce Wiſdom 
of God, before rhe infallible DiRates of Hu- 
mane, cr Angelick Reaſon : Rom. 3, 4. Lt 
God bt trut, and tery Mana Lizr, 1 Cor.l.25, 
Ire Fooliſhreſs of God 1s wiſer than Mn, 

Well, burtho the Scriptures are not, by 
their own Confeſſion, fo favourable ro them, 
as to their Adverfaries the Socirians; yerl 
hope they are civil, and do not exprefly deny 
the Scriptures: No, but what is next to it, 

clude the plaineſt Texrs by Scoolaſtich 

Metaphyſical Subrilties 3 and then fram! 

their Creeds out of rheſe laſt, chey abſolure- 
ly refaſe a Subſcription ro the Scriptures, 
and require Men 10 ſubſcribe and ſwear to 
their Creeds, that are contrary to the firſt 
Commandment of Scripture, and to the A- 
poſtles Creed, 

The moſt famous of their Creeds, 1s that 
of Athazeſius, 1 will firſt ſay ſomerhing of 
we Man, and then ſubjoin the Notes that have 
been made on his Creed by another hand. 

Athanzfras his firſt Preferment was Deacon 
to Altx:znder Biſhop of Alezandriz; which, as 
the Diſcipline of che Church then was, is as 
much as now to ſay tht Biſby's Man, Ac- 
cordingly he waned on his Maſter to che 
Nicent- Council, which afſembled ro judg of 
the Queſtions berween Arizs and the (aid 
Altxznder, Jn this Council, Atbanafus ſome- 


wes inerpofing, was noted ro talk both ſo 


(4) 


impertinendty and (o erroneouſly, that 14, 
Council choughe fic ro check him, and «> 
fure hn Hererodoxy, 


a1dty rerurned to A'trimdiig, where he died 


in the Year 325. , Tye Sce of trmbi, 
re &cond in hc World for Ay! ority an 


Riches, beingchus vacant, there was a ow » 
oy 


Contention by ſeveral Comperitors, for 


Succeſſion; and the Veople were fo wearesd © 


with expeRatition, that ac lengeh @ part of th: 
Rahbic cricd up Athanofprs, and he and they 
gerring into the Church of Se. Dianfr 
forced two Eiſhops there and. thes ( beiny 
the Niglht-ume ) to ordain hun Eiſbop a 
the Vatriarchal Sce of Altradris. 

The Biſhops of Eo7!, who were con 
yened on this occaſion ro Alexantris, ant 
wichout whoſc approbation,noEleGtion to the 
Parrtarchal or Mctroupolicao Sce was valid, by 
the Canons and Cuſtoms immemorial of tis 
Cacholick Church ;. che Bi (.1 Gy) « 
Egypt, not only diſapproved this Election 
and Ordination, but immediately Anatorns 
i'd Athanzfuns. But Atoanafjus, and Hits How 
ouſt.1254 were too crafty for the banet and !ige 
Pety. For they prelencly diſpatched a Me'- 
ſenger and Letter to che or Car 
tixz, in which they notify co him che Ee@- 
oh of Athazufhs by the Alrzendriass, atd 
pray his Majeity's Ratification thereof, Cn 
ſtaxtine knowing nothing of Atbansſins, and 
thinking che Lerrer to be wricten by conſent 
and direRion of ſuch as had the Right &f 
Ele&ion 3 approved by his Letters again che 
Eleftion of Athanaſius by the Alexatdrians, and 
orders him to be owned Eiſhop and Patriarch 
of Alerandinz, Athanaſius immediately pre- 
ſencs che Imperial Lerters to the Vice-Roy of 
Governour of Egypt, and eſpecially to his 
Oppoſers, who durſt now make no further 
words of the matter. Thus, as was ſaid of 
one of the Popes, Ittravit & Valpus, But 
how did he govern? Why, he gutr-did che 
reſt of that Pope's CharaRer, Regnuiit at £46. 

Firſt; He procured the Governour t0 
force the People to hear him, and ro com» 
municate with him, He put ſeveral of the 


Alexa 


When the Council was ended, #». * © 
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Alexandrian Clergy inco Priſon, and even 
joco Irons, He bear ſome of the Egyptian 
Biſhops wich his iſts ; he came into che 
Churches of ocher?, where he broke the 
Altar and Communion-Cop, burar the com- 
mon Lible and (finally) demoliſhed the 
Church it ſelf, He depoied fome Biſhops, 
and pur into their e6om Perions who had 
teen degraded for their flagitious Lives by 
his Predecefſors, He compired with one 
Philanexus againſt the Emperor, and-con- 
fulred how to ſtop the yearly Heer of Corn 
from Egypt, on w! ith the Armies and Con- 
ftantinop!e depended. © He commirred Fornt- 
cation, end rhat with a Nun. Theſe and 
abundance the like, and = Enormitdes, 
provoked at lergrth the Bifhops of Egypr to 
wrice to Evthius, Arch-bilhbop of Nicomedia, 
w apply the Remedy provided by the Ca- 
pors, a Council of Biſhops. 

Hereupon a Counc1] was called ar Crſzriz, 
ard the forementioned Crimes -were ſworn 
againſt Athanzfus by the of ' Altxar- 
«ria, and Biſhops of Egypt : the Namey of 
ſome of the Biſhops were cheſe, Exfron, Extr- 
mon, Callinicus, Teh as, © Exptes, Palins, 
Wazz, Atbilles, Hirmeon, Adamantias, 4r6 . 
Annetion, Pitir, Theoderas. The Council furn+ 
moned Athanafihs ro r, and to anſwer 
concerning the manner of his Eleftion, and 
tothe objeRed Irrepularicies : bur he, know- 
ig his Guile, thank'd chem for rheir Love, 
and ſtajd at home. Therefore the Council 
periticned-C j"e 10 Command Athaneſius 
104 and anſwer :' Conſtantine (ends forth- 
with his Letters Mandatory to Athaneffas, to 
preſene himſelf ro the Council, which he 
appoinced ro be held ar Tyre the next Year, 
being che Year after 375. 

Art Tyre Athmnafous a and brought 
with him fome Biſhops of Hera 0a 
Faction: He denied all that had been ob 
xeRed r6 him, and hired a Whore to accuſe 
Eanſibias, Preſident of the Courcil, of borm- 
cation with her : Bur Exſrbias incrapped and 
convinced her in fuch manner, as Dr, $i lock 
Cour of the Lives of Ur. Cave ) has alcrt- 
bed to Atbatofpas,at p. 31. of his Yindicarion. 
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the 
Honour of the Chriſhan Name, and pus 


the Church of ſuch a Scendal,firſt ſynod:cally 
dechred hrs Ele&ion 4nd Ordirarion void ; 
and then order'd, hat he ſhould no longer 
hve at Altr214714 ro infet the place. 
_  Whar ſhoulda loſt Man do? His deſperate 
Caic z&mics of nothing bur 2 deſperate Re- 
medy; and however thar happen to ſucceed, 
he cannot be worſe of itrthan he is : There- 
fore Ahanaſhur rakes Poſt for Conft antinopie, 
apphes himſelf to ſome great Courtiers of 
the Homo-ouſfr: Faftion, and by them re- 
preſents ro the Emperor, that the Council 
of Ire was wholly 4ri2*; that they had be- 
Neved zi thi inſt him, meerly our of 
harred 'to hint-for his Zeal to the Nicere 
Faith4- that therefore iriwas reaſonable his 
Cauſe ſhould be heard by ſome other Judg 
C_ . 
onflawine willing to do Juſtice, and defi - 
yous ao ro hnd Athengfer jnnocent, becauſe 
himſelf was an Homo-oufizn, calls che Cauſe 
1 his own hearing, ſummons the Wirnefles 
on both ſides, and begins the whole Cauſe 
anew, being efliſtedby a Councy of Eiſhops 
whom he called ro Conftantinople, Bur both 
He and the Council having heard the Accu- 
ſers, and the Defence made by A*ba1aſins and 
his Friends, he not only approved the Sen- 
rence of the Council of Tyre, but bamifiv'd 
Atbanafras co Treves 10 Germany, It wabthought 
It feem, he could do leaft hure in tas 
City 3 he being a Greek, and the City Larin 
and German, diſtant from Alexandria mcre 
than two thouſand Wiles, and the utmoſt 
Border of the Koman Empire on the barba- 
rous Nations. 
From 
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ir: 
f 'd Men (by the accultamed Cle- 
mency of new Princes) were permirred to 
return to their Homes 3, therefore Athanaſius 
alſo rerurned to Alexandria. Eat he behaved 
him(ſclf ſo much worſe than ever, that che 
Alex andrians wrote to Conſt antios, humbly and 


carneſtly pericioning, that At 
be cicher pur ro death, or baniſh'd, 
this Conſt catiues called 3 Council at Ar- 
tiech, in the Y 

r 


Athanaſius fled to Rane to Pope Julie, 
who being a great Aſlerter of the Nicene 
Faich, wroce to ic Biſhops of the Eaſt, thar 
Athanaſius mig'c return © his Epilcopd 
Charge at Alczandris. The Eaſtern 
therejore convened to Antioch, and return 
Aniwer, That they are very ſorry Jakus 


ſhould rake with Murderers, Demo» 
liſhers of Corrupters of holy 
Virgins, Rovvers of the Church-place, [nven- 


of Faith, Traicors to the Emperor, and to 
their Native Country ; they laid the wool 
Eaſt was witneſs of theſe things, and there» 
noms 


_ by receivang ar favour- 
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Sce and Authority, Conftars upon this writes 


Biſhops into Council with 
chem, and even communicated alſo with 
them, contrary to the Canons of the Uni- 
veriai Church, Therefore when the Eaſtera 

Eiſhops 


Biſhops arrived, before they would enter inco 
the Seſſions defire of the Weſterns, 
that Ah and condemned Perſons 

ipht withdraw, and not fit in Council as 
= or #s having righe of Suffrage, cill 
they ſhovk be and juridically reſto- 
red. Bur the Biſhops having com- 
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ian Councils, 

Bur the Weſtern Biſhops knew the mind 
of their Emperor Conflans, and therefore re- 
fuſed this, and all other Offers ; nay, they 

cceded fo far, as to procure 2a menacing 

from Conftans ro the Eaſtern Biſhops, 
wo rerrify chem inco compliance with him, 
and with the Weſterns. Bur the Letter had 
no cffet upon them. 

For the Eaſtern Biſhops aſſembled in 
Council in a place by themſelves, and pro- 
ceſted againſt che Weſtern Convemicle, as 
made up (for the moſt part) of Perſons 
uncapable of Scefſhon or YVore in Council: 
afrerwards they declared Jaiins of Romy, 
Pauius of Conſtantinople, Athanaſins of Alex - 
andris, Haſias of Cordabt, excommunicate 
and depoſed, and wrote an Encyclical Lerter 
of all their Decrecs, to all Biſhops and 

ches. The Proceedings of the Eaſtern 
Biſhops, and cheir Offers and Reaſons had 


been (o fair and clear, that all Men were 
fatizfied with them 3 and therefore all the 
i cy pany ger the Eaftern 
Eilhops to be the true and only Courtcil of 
Szrdics, Even Sc. Auſtin docs more than 
ohce profeſs, chat he knew no ocher Council 
of Sardica, but that of the Arias: For he 
hos (3 nal ele aſhamed to call tha 
Convention of W Biſhops (who had 

Merhod, "and had 


other Conſtantias, They 
and ecxcommuni- 
chiefly Athaxoſius; and 


all Learned _—_ chas = - 
Eiſhops of Rome 1s ſolely 
and which from chat time forward 

of Rane have ever praftiſed. So 
that ar the ſame time, theſe Fathers reſtored 
Athanaſsss, and ſet up Anti-Chriſt, 1 challenge 
Dr, Shirloch in his next, to deny (if he 
tan) that the Popes Supremacy was firſt de- 
creed and ordained, by chis Safelican Colven: 

ric 


ricle of Weſtern 


Athinz6u8, and » 


Maſter required of them, Conſtans not long 
afrer wrote ; 
Lerrer ro Conftantine, 


6 Thazzfius has proved, that the Bi- 
” A ſhoprick of A/txardria belongerh of 
« right ro him : Therefore let him be by 


< z0u reſtcr'd, or 1 will reſtore hum by 
« Arm. 

Con}tantias being at that time 1 with 
th: Ferſians, } it not for the lafery ot 


his Empire, to have to do at the ſame time 
with them, and with his Brocher ; and rhere- 
fore agreed, that Atbarsfias ſhould return to 
Alexandria, The next Year (being the Year 
after Chriſt 355,) God raiſed up an Enemy 
to Conflans;, for Magnentias flew him, and 
poſleſt himſelf of che Weſtern Empire, Eur 


Anno 353, the Emperor Conftantias, 1n re- 
ot +; his pans bes fr a your 
Magnentins, and made hi abſolure Lord 
borh of the Eaſt and Weſt Empires. The 
ſame Year a Council was held at As, in 


which Athenafias was again condernned, And 
in the Year 355, the il of Milan, coo- 
ſifting of 300 Biſhops, did alſo condemn 


Athanaſius and his few Adherents. So Atha- 
z4fius fled from Alexandria, and Sc. George is 


by rhe Council co ſucceed him, . 


This is that St. George, the Honorary Saint 
of England, whoſe Anniverſary Day is here 
kept on April 23; ſome of our lace Kings 
have choſen to be crowned on his Day. The 
Soveraign and Knights of the noble 
Order of the Garrer, arc from him called 
Knights of Sr. George. Many hotourable Fa- 
milies of rhis and other Nations, are ſar- 
named from him, His is yer {0 
famous over all the Eaſt, that the very Turks 
do honour to him, as an Hero and a Saint, by 
the Name of Grrges, He died a Martyr under 
the Reign of Jaliaathe Apoſtate, 


$) 


 Gurgt was born a Gentlemanand was in hs 


younger Years a Souldicr ; and having becy 
a very brave Officer, was in time of —_— 
vanced to be Treaſurer of the Imperial Ex- 
chequer at Conſtaztinepe, He is commonly 
pictured on Horſe-back, arm'd and fighting 
with a Dragon in defence of a Virgin Lady ; 
becauſe when he was a Tribune or Calan, 
he had reſcued a Maiden Lady from a Dra- 
gon, with his Spear and Sword. Butſome 
rurn this part of Sc. Grorg''s Story into a 
Moral, and ay, this Vitory was gb@ained by 
Groge in his old Age. The Dragon ( Gy 
they ) was Athazzpas, and the Virgin was 
the Church of Altzandriz, which he by his 
Eloquence, Learning and Picty defended 
from the venemous and mortal Breath and 
Corruptions of Athanaſius, 

But however that bes "tis cerwim our 
Gtorg3 applied him(clf very hard co bus Seudy, 
afcer Wyo ed ye wy of che Exche- 
quecr on of the 
canes f al tenef Fren ia the 
Truwcatian Queſtions. When therefore he 
came to Alexandria, ſext by the Council of. Mi 
_ Was ng hs ay Homour 

ReſpeR, the Emperor Conſt antias 
was extreamly pleaſed, and wrote a Letter to 
rn, L Jn he calls, cheir 
Biſhop, : t George, « Mar 
(faith he) the moſt cbilfnl of all Mortalt in 
theſe 4s, Is whom the noble Alexandria: 
EPR 6 Tape Anchor, Then the 
Emperor thanks them delerring 
are the yery words of his Letter ) At 
poftor and by ” and for adhe- 
ring to torge. atlures them, he 
ſhould chink himſelf in a fault, if he did noc 
exceed their Founder, Great Alexander, in 
Kindneſs ro and Eſteem. of their Royal City, 
and their Perſonas. But ro reſume the Hiſto» 
ry of Athanafizs and his Dodtrine, 

In che Year 357, 4 General Council was 
called at Syrmiam 3 here Heſius ( who had 
been Preſident of the Nicene Council, and 
- + ygmngyy Ne pecans and che other 

achers w ed the Nicene 
Council, noe tapthy renin ar 


Creed, 


(9) 


Creed, did now make a contrary Creed ; 
in which they forbid all mention of Homo- 
oufies, and declare that the Son had a Be- 
ginning, and was inferior to che Father in 
Godhead, Power, and all other reſpeRts, 

In the Year 359, all the Biſhops of rhe 
World afſembled ro the Council of Arim;- 
mu, And whereas it had been hitherro 
faid by ſome, that the Son 13 Homs-ouſ005, 1. C, 
of libe and equa! Nature and Subſt 1nce with the 
Father; by others char he 15 Hmnn-onſrrs 1, e. 
tho not of equal, yer of lib: Natwe and Sub- 
flance with the Father, becauſc he has a ſpirt- 
tual, and in ſome ſenſe a Divine Narure ; 
the Council at Aiminm hd not rinnk fir 
that the Son ſhould be at all compared with 
God, nor yer meer and common Creatures, 
and therefore rez<ted both Homo-ou/105, and 
Homoi-ouſios, and required that it be only 
ſaid, The Son is not 4 Creature like unto other 
Crtaturts, Thus was the very Dodtrine of 
Arius, and ſeems to have been taken our of 
his Wricings 3 for 1n his Letter to Alexander, 
he ſaith of the Son, Ht is x Serfift Creature 
of God, but not like any of the refs, And again, 
Madt, but not lid ather things that are made. 

Bur the Reader will fay, This ts a Tale of 
Athanaſies, fo every way eontrary t© that of 
Dr. Sherlock in his Vindication ; that of ne- 
ceſſiry one of chem is nor only falſe, bur a 
wilful Forgery, at leaſt in thefirſt Auchors ; 
and 'ris not 05yTOus, how an unlearned Man 
ſhould judg with any certainety,which of rhem 
15 rruc,and which falle. Ianſwer ; A Judicious 
Perſon may fully farisfy himſelf wirhour be- 
ing at the trouble of a laborious Search. For, 

1. The Offer of the Eaſtern Biſhops at 
Sdics, while the Emperor Conſt ans was yer 
alive, That a new Deputarion of Biſhops 
ſhould be (cnt inco Egypr, and if they found 
that the Depofirions brought to the Tyrian 
and Conſtanrinopolitan Councils were in any 

rricular falſe, char chen the five ſurvis ng 
biſho would be depoſed wichour appeal ag 
ro Ceſar, or to a Council, Tins Offer, I {ay, 
was ſuch, as did then fats | all honeſt and 
conſidering Men, and in all Ages to come 
will (arisfy all ſuch. Ic alſo demonſtrares 


the Falſhood of whar Dr. Sherlo:b , from his 
Ligrndzry Authors, fays, That at the Council 
of Milan, Conftintivs drew his Sword, and 
ſcared the Fathers im9 compliabce, For 
what need that, when the Evidence ag1i"t 
Athmuſits was (6 undemable, that Coartans 
and rhe Convenricle of $:v4ic2 durſt nor ſufer 
the Cauſe ro be re-examined, or permit a 
Depuration of Biſhops to be ſent into Egyyr, 
bur acquirted Atharif is withour any Trial 

only becauſe the Emperor Cont ans warced 
a Quarrel wich his Brother Conjtanti cs ? 

2. Who that conſiders at all, can give 
Credir to one or two partial Hiſtorians of 
che Nicene FaRtion, and who lived an Age 
afrer Athanzfpes and all cheſe Councils, ag2irft 
Conſtzuxne the Great, a Prince the moſt juft 
and honourable that ( perhaps ) ever ma- 
naged che Roman Empire, and an Hom3-oefian 

by Confeſſion of all Parties ) at what time 

condemned Athanaſius, and baniſh'd him 
to Trtvts; alſo againſt fo many and 
Councils of learned and holy Bt 
im ſome of which Councils the Preſt> 
dent and all the Nicene Fathers were pre- 
ſcar and conſeneed : Laſtly, againſt Hiſtori- 
ans that were to Athen 
and to theſe Councils? Dr. Sherlock's Ca- 
lumny, that the Fathers at Ariminum were in 
a manner ſtarved into Compliancezis fo falſe ; 
that all the ancient Hiſtorians, of both Parties, 
witneſs, that the Emperor not only bore the 
whole Charges of all che Biſhops to and from 
the Council, bur alſo allowed to each of 
them a very honourable Saſlary, during all 
the rime of their being there. Bur the Nicene 
Faich being given up at Ariminm, by the 
Ntcene F arhers themiclves, it was nece 
for the Men of that Perſwafion in after-Ages, 
to deviſe ſomething to ward off fo great a 
Blow, as the Authority of the greateſt Coun- 
cil that ever was, a Council conſiſting of 
all che Biſhops of che whole World, 

3. Whereas this 1s the Queſtion between 
Dr. Sher.0:4 and the Aurhor of the brief 
Notts, Whether or 00 Athanaſits was as vi- 
crores 12 his Lite, and his Dottrine as erro- 
NEGUE, 45 15 pretended in the brief Nores ; and 

B wheeher 
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wither the before-menianed Councils did 
fretly fo judg ? 1 fay, this being the Queſtion, 
Dr. S\erloack becauſe he cannor deny the mat- 
ter of Fatt, that Athanuſias was often con- 
demned by theſe Councils, and that 1s and 
the Nicene Dotrine was not only rejected, 
but a conrrary Doftrine advanced, rheretore 
he pretends that the rathers 1n thete Coun- 
cils were' foi rhe moſt part good, honeſt, 
Carholick Eiſhops, and only awed into Com» 

liance by rhe Emperor Corantias, To this 
Tay therefore, let the Dottor rake his Opet- 
on, either Athavaſeas was thought as guilty, 
and his Dore freely judged as crrogcuus, 
as the Author of the brief Notes has (1d; 
er all Dr. Sh&-lock's good, honeſt Catholick 
Eiſhops were a pack of the greateſt Vil- 
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lains in nature, in condemning a Perſon 
whom they believed to be l 

and a Lofrine which they held to be funds. 
mencal and neceſſary ro Salvation, - In a 
word, the Doctor muſt either give up his 
dear Athansfpas, or the Bilhops of the whole 
World, whom he pretendsto have been Ca. 
tholck. 

But this ſhall ſuffice concerning Athanf, 
and the counteance which he and his Do 
Grine found inthe Carholick Church of that 
Age, 1n anſwer tothe far Tale De. Shrriach 
has cold in his Vindication, out of that «:- 
curate and faithful Hiſtorian Dr, Cav, Letw 
now conſider the Creed, that they han 
impoſed on us by che name of St, Athars 
fs has Creed, 


— 
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Brief Notes on the Creed of St. Athanaſius, 


Errud, © will be ſaved, be- 


« fore all chings, 'tis neccila- 

« ry that he hold che Cachalick Faich, 
Notts, A-Good Lift is of abſolute necell- 
ty to Salvacion ; but 4 Right Belief in theſe 
Points that have been always controverted 


eſti Words and Litto of the 
w, and the Ditates of Natural 


that errs in a Queſtion of Faith, after having 
uſed rea/onable Diligence to be rightly iaform'd, 
win 00 faulc atall ; bis Emor it wut Iguorance, 
Not a culpable Ignorance ; for how can it 
be culpable, not to know rhat, of wich 2 
Mao 15 ignorant after 4 diligent and 472 tial 
Inquiry 2 60 


Creed, © Which Faith except a Man keep 
* Whole and Undefiled, without dou he 
* ſhall periſh everlaſtingly, 


Notes, By keeping this Faith Whois ad 
Undeflid, muſt be meant ( if any thing be 
meant ) thac a Man muſt believe and pro- 
feſs it, witoont Aldony tout, or Taking fron i;. 
It we take ought from ic, we do por keep ic 
Woot; 1t we add any thing to it, we do not 
keep it Vadefiled : and either way we (hall 
periſh everlaſtingly. 

Firſt, for Adding. What if an honeft 
plain Man, becauſe He ia Ciriffian axd « Pro 
teſtant, ſhould adds this Arncle to the Creed / 
« 1 believe the Holy Scriptures of the Old 
«* and New Teſtaments, ro be a Divine, an 
« Infallible and Compleat Rule, both for Faith 
* and Manners, [ hope no Proteſtane would 
think a Man ſhall b5< damacd tor fuch Additi- 
on: And it fo, then this Creed of Athanaut 
1s ar leaſt a7 Vnniceſſary Rule of Faith. 

Then for taking ought from this Creed ; the 
whole Greek Church ( diffuſed rhrough © 
many Provinces.) rejetts, as Heretic al, that 
Period of it, * The Holy Ghoſ is of the Father, 
«* and of the Son: contending \ghac the Holy 
Sparx 1s from: 114 F ather only, ich alſo they. 


dcmouſtrarwycly prove, as ve ſhall fee 10 165 
proper 


proper . As for the Menace here of 

Athanaſius, that they ſhall periſh Everlaſting- 

ly ; they laugh ar it, and fay, He was drank 

when be made this Creed, Genrad. Shol, A. Bp. 
ouſt ant 1n9vie. 

2 cn «And the Carhohek Farch is this, 

Notes, Catholich Faith, 1s as much as to 
fay in plain Engliſh, the Faith of the wy9/e 
Church. Now in what Age was this which 
here tollows, the Faith of the 59/7 Church ? 
Not in the Age of Ath714/os hi mſclf; who for 
this Faith, and for Sedirious Praftices, was 
banith'd from Altrandvis im Egypt ( where 
he was Biſhop ) no les than ſow crimes ; 
whereof the firſt wis by Con/tamtine the Great, 
He was alſo condemned in his own Life-rime 
by fx Councils, as an Heretic, and Scdirious 
Perſon : Of theſe Councils, that ar Milan con- 
fiſted of 300 Biſhops ; and that of 4rininn 
of $550, the greatcit Convention of Biſhops 
that ever was. 

For the rimes Before and Aﬀer, the cu- 
rious Reader may fee Chr, Szxdins his Ec- 
clefiaſtical Hiſtory : in which the Learned 
Author gives a large account, by whit and 
whoſt means the Athanaſtan and Trinicarian 
Faith did at length prevail, againſt the Ancient 
Belief of bur One God, or but Ont who is God. 
Therefore quart, With what Forthead the 
Anchor of this Creed, calls this, the Catholick 
Faith ? when "ts certain it has been (o in 
no Age, and leaſt of all inthe ( prerended 
Author's. 

Creed. © The Catholick Faith is rhis, That 
« we worſhip One God inTrinity 3 and Tri- 
« niry in Urucy, 

Notes. He means here, that we muſt 
ſo worſhip che One true God, as to remem- 
ber He 1s Three Perſons; and fo worſhip 
the Three Perſons, as to bear in Mind that 
they are hur one Subſtance, or Godhead, 
or God, $0 the Author explains himſclf in 
the next Articles, which arc theſe ; 

« Neither confounding the Perſons, nor 
«* dividing the Subſtance : for there 1s one 


« Perſon of the Father, another of the Son, 
« another of the Holy Ghoſt : Burt the God- 
« head of the Father, and of the Son, and 
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« of rhe floly Ghoſt, is all one. Therefore 
all cheſe Articles make indeed but one Art- 
cle, which is chis ; © The One true God is 
« Three diftiz(Þ Prrſons; and Three diſtia& 
« Perſons ( Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ) 
« are che One true God, 

Plainly, as if a Man ſhould fay, Parr, 
Zones, and Fon, being Tee Perſons, arc Ow 
Mm; and One Man 15 theſe Three diſtin& 
Perſons, Peter, Zames, and Jobn, Is ic not 
now 2 Ridiculous Attempt, as well as a Bar- 
barous Indigniry, ro go about thus to make 
Aﬀes of * Mankind, under pretence of 
reaching them a Creed, and chings Divine, 
ro deſpoil chem of their Reaſon, the Image 
of God, and the CharaRter of our Nature ? 
Bur ler us, in ewo words, examine the parrs 
of this Monſtrous Propoſition, as "tis laid 
down in the Creed it (elf, , P 

« Neither confounding the Perſons, nor 
« dividing the Subſtance. 

Bur how can we not canfound the Perſons, 
thar have ( they ſay ) but On! numerical Sub- 
ſtance ? And how can we but divide the Sul» 
ſtance, which we find in Three ditin divided 
Perſons ? 

** There 15 one Subſtance of che Father, 
«* another of the Son, another of che Holy 
« Gheſt. 

Then the Son is nor che Father, nor is the 
Father che Son, nor the Holy Ghoſt cither of 
them, 1 ſhall nor need to prove this Conſe- 
quence, not only becauſe 'ris evident, bur be» 
cauſe "tis acknowledged by the Trinicarians, 
But if che Father is not the Son,and yer is (by 
confeſſion of All?) the One trut God; then the 
Son is nor the One crue God, becauſe He is nor 
the Facher ; the reaſon is (ſclt-evident ; for 
how can the Son be the One true God, if be is 
not He who is the One trait God 2 Aﬀecr the fame 
manner it may be proved, that ( on the 
Achanafian Principles ) neither the Father 
nor Holy Spiric are, or can be God, or the 
One true God 3 for neicher of chem is the 
Son, whois the One true God according to 
Athanafses, and all Trinitarians : For they all 
lay, the Father is the One true God, the 
Son 15 the One truce God, the Holy Ghoſt iy 
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the Ore true God : Which is a threefold 
Conradition, becauſe there 15 but One true 
God,and cne of theſe Perſons is not the orher, 
Bur if it be a Contradiftion, "os cercainly 
falſe ; fur every Contradiaion being made up 
of Inconfiftercies, deſtroys it ſelf, and a is 


own o_—_ 

Cried, * The Godhead of the Father, 
« and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt, 1s 
« all One; the Glory cqual, the Majeſty co- 
« erernal. 

Notts, The meaning of the laſt Clauſe is, 
That the Glory and Majeſty of the Son and 
Holy Spiric, 1s equal to the Glory and Ma- 
jeſty of che Father 3 or the Son and Holy 
Spirit are equally Glorious and Majeſtical 
with God the Father. 

Therefore I ask, Whether the Glory and 
Majeſty, with which the Son and Spiric are 
Glorious and Majeſtical, be the ſamt is Namber 
Crhar is, the very ſame ) with which che 
tacher is Glorious and Majeſtical ; or only 
the ſane jor Kind and Degrtt 7 If ie be not the 
ſame in Nambrr, then the Godhead of the 
Father, and of rhe Son, is not (as this 
Creed reaches) all Out; and they are pe 
one and the ſame God : for rwo Infinite ard 
Diſtin Glories and Majeſties, make two Gods, 
and tiree make three Gods; as every one 
ſees, and ( to ſay true ) the Trinicarians 
chemſclves confeſs. * It remains therefore 
that, they ſay, the Glory and Majeſty of the 
Son ard Spirit, 1s the ſame is Nambrr, or 
Numer! the ſame, and not for Kind and 
Degree only, with that of the Father : bur 
then ir follows, that the Glory and Majeſty 
ef rheſe Prrſons is neither Equal nor Coeteraal, 
Not Equal, for 'tis the ſame, which Equals 
never are : nor Cocternal, for this alſo plain- 
ly incimares that they are Diſtin& , for how 
Everernal, if nor Diſtin&? Do we ſay, a 
thing 13- Coerernal or Contemporary with it 
felf? - Therefore this* Article doth alſo im- 

_—_—_ deftroy ir ſelf. Beſides, if the 

locy and Majeſty of the Three Perſons be 
namericaly tbe ſame, then ſo arc all their other 

tbutcs 3- from whence it follows, that 
there 1400 real Difference berween the Three 


Perſons ; and that they are only three (und 
Namts of God; which is the Hereſy of the 
Sabellians. 

In the next place this Creed reaches, that 
© The Father 15 Incomprehentible, Uncreate, 
© Ecernal, Almighty 3 the Son 1s Incompre- 
« henſible, Uacreate, Ecernal, Almighty; 
« the Holy Ghoſt is Incomprehenfible, Un- 
« create, Eternal, Almighty : Alſo that each 
* of theſe Perſons by himſelf ts God and 
*Lord; fo that the Father 1s God, the Son 
*1xs God, and the Holy Ghoſt is God: yet 
« there are not Three Gods or Lords, nor 
* Three Incomprehenſibles, nor Three Al- 
* mighties, nor Three Ecernals or Uncre» 
* ated. 

Now if in imication of this, a Man ſhould 
have a mind to lay 3 ** The Father is a Per» 
* fon, the Son 1s a Perſon, and the Holy 
« Ghoſt is a Perian, yer there are not Thru 
« Perſons, but one Perſon, I would know, 
why this were not as good Grammar and 
Arithmetich ; as when Athanzfias fays, the 
Father is God, the Son 1s God, the Holy 
Ghoſt is Godz yer net Tivee Gods, but one 
God : or when he ſays, the Father Uncre- 
ated, the Son Uncreated, the Holy Ghoſt 
Uncreated, yer not Three Vncreatid, but one 
Uncreated. And ſo of the reſt. 

Doth not a Man contradit himfelf, when 
the Term cr Terms 1n his Negation, are the 
ſame with thoſc in his Afhrmacion ? It nor, 
then it may be true, that *che Father 13 
*2a Perſon, the Son 1s a Perſon, the Holy 
«Ghoſt is a Perſon; yer there ave not Tires 
« Pirſons, but one Perſon: For all the fault 
here 1s only this, chat in che laſt Clauſe che 
Term Perſon is deniad to belong ro more 
than One, when in the firſt ic had been 
effrned of no fewer than Three, For the 
ſame reaſon, it muſt be a Contradiion to 
lay, * The Father is God, the Son is God, 
«* the Holy Ghoſt is God, yer there art not 
« three Gods, but one God: for the Term 
God 1s at laſt dexied to belong ro morerthan 
One, tho in che firit it was affirmed of Three. 
will they fay, that in theſe words, thee of 
wot Three Gods, but One God ? the Term God 
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is not denied to belong to more than One, 
or 1s not iared ro One, If fo, then 
there ave tt Priſons, but One Prrjen ; and 
again, thert-a# net Tore Mn, but Out Men : 
Then ( 1 ay ) theſe Propofitions donor de- 
ny the Terms Purſes avd Man to belong ro 
more than One, or appropriate chem eo One 
only ; which yer every Body confciles they 
do. 


But here is an Anthmertical, as well as 
Grammarics! Contradiaien, For in ſaying, 
God the Father, God the Son, and God 
the Holy Ghoſt z yer not Three Gods, bur 
One God: A Man firſt diſtinly numbers 
Three Gods; and then in ſumming them 
up, bratiſbly ſays, not Three Gods, but One 
God. 


To theſe things, it will perhaps be anſwer- 
ed, That when we ſay, God the Father, God 
the Ser, and God the Holy Gooſt ; or thus, the 
Father is God, the San is God, and ths Holy 
Ghoſt is God : the Term God is uſed Prrje- 
z«lly : bur when "cis ſaid, Thy rt not Tore 
Gods, but Ou*God : the Term God is uſed 
Eſſextially, and therefore comprehengs the 
whole Three Perſons: fo that there 1s act» 
ther 4 Grammatical, nor Avithmitica: Contra 
diftion. Eur this Remedy is worie (1t polls 
ble ) chan the Diſeaſe: for it owns thar 
there are Thru Perſonal Gods, though there 15 
but one Eſſential Gad;, and that otherways 
the Fropofitions of which we are ſpeaking, 
would imply all the aforeſaid Conradictions, 
This Remedy, I ay, is worie than the Liſcale. 
For, 1, Three Perſonal Gods, and one Ef 
fential God, make Four Gods ; if the Efſen- 
tial God be not the ſame with che Perional 
Gods : and tho he is the ſame, yer fince they 
arc not the ſame with one another, bur 
diſtint, it follows, that there are Three 
Gods, that is, Three Perſonal Gods. 2. Ir 
introduces rwo forts of Tic Gods, Three 
Perſonal, and One Eflential. Bur the Chri- 
ſtian Religion knows and owns but One True 
and moſt High God,” of any fort, And 1 


would know of the Trincarians, whether 
they dare ſay in expreſs words, Tint ae ro 
* farts of Trac Gods 7 


C13) 


Cried, * For like as we are by 
< the Chriſtian vericys to ackno every 
« Perſon by himſelf to be God and Lord, &c. 


Notes, By the Chriſtian Verity, I ſuppoſe 
are meant, the Sacred Books which conocain 
the Chriſtian Religion, chat is, the EBooks of 
the Old and New Teſtaments. Bye dotheſe 
Books, and do's that Verity compel 8 to the 
acknowledgment of Three Ferfons, cach of 
whuch us 6y tnm/clf Supream God and Lord,and 
yer all of chem bur One God ? Dorh, | Gyghe 
Holy Seriprure compel! us to this 
ry Acknowledgment ? Is there any Text ak 
ledged from Scripture, which all che Unica- 
rians, and ſome or other of the moſt learned 
Trinitarians, do not cafily incerpret in ſuch 
ſenſe, that the Unity of God is preſerved 3 
and no more than one Perſon ( even the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt } 
acknowledged wo be God ? See the Hiſtory 
of the VUnarians, Bur if there is no Text 
of Scripture, but what is in the Opinion of 
ſome or other of their own Learned Men, 
fauly le of a ſenſe contrary to the 
Fauch delivered in this Creed : then we are 
not compellid ro acknowiedg this Farth. And 
the truch 15, the Conteſt berween the Lnita- 
_—_ yy oy vs wr as 1s commonly 

» 4 C Atzſon with Scripture : 
bur it layerh here, Whether, when the Holy 
Scriptures may be underſtood as teaching 
only One God, or but One who is God, 
whach agrees with the reſt of ——— and 
=  Nacural A we wars 

ing, prefer an preration of it which 
i5 abſurd, and ro it (elf, ro Reaſon, 
and to the reſt- of Scripture, ſuch as the 
Trinitarian Incerpretation ( expreſt in this 
Creed ) appears tobe? Ina word, the Que- 
ſtzon only 15s, Wherher men co jincerpret 
Holy Scripture when it ſpeaks of God, ac- 
cording to Rtaſon, or not ; that is, like Fools, 
or hike Wiſe Men ? 

Creed, * The Son is of the Father alone; 
* not Made, nor Created, but Begorters 

Notes. Here, and in the next Period, 
Athansſues is got into his. Altitades, or Pro- 
fandities, . whuch you- will. Here 'tis char 
the 


If the Creed-maker had ſpoke he: 
Generation of the Son by the birine 
Power on the Virgin Mey, it would have 
been true, that, the Sos is neither Made, nor 


xaking, 
I 


ſay, the Son is of the Father alow, net Madr, 

wor Created, bat Begotten ; for if he 15 Be- 

he cannot be of the Farher alone ; 

if Ke is of the Farher alone, He 15 Hor 
bur cither Made, or Created. 

* Creed, © The Holy Ghoſt is of the Fa- 
« ther and of the Son; —_ Made, nor 
« Created, nor Proceeding. 

Ghoſt is ſaid ro proceed 'a- 
__ and from the Son. To which Herely the 
Greek Church — - oe deer 
words, I$. 26. ot = 
come, or fat cya from the 

Father, 13 the Spirit of Trath which pro- 
ccederh from the Facher, He ſhall teſtify of me. 

Secondly, He faith here, chat the Hol 

Ghoſt is #2t Begotten, but Proceeding : He 
ſhortly after, that Hewho will be ſ&vrd, muſt 
thus think of the Trinity : Therefore ſure- 
ly Begotten and Procuding differ very much, 
and very clearly ; clſc 'ris an harſh Sencence, 
ghar we ſhall be damned if we do not con- 

we, beſides all other unconceivable My- 
ies of rhis Creed, that the Holy Ghoſt is 


NED but Proceeds, Yer after all, 'ris 
by che moſt Learned Trinicarians, 


chat and Proceeding, differ nochi 
at all ; for they acknowledg that ir is r 
ſaid, The Sas proceeds from the Father, and that 
the Holy is grnerated of Both; direftly 
concrary © this Creed. It folluws, that Arbe. 
naſies has damned the whole World, for 
—_— y_" where no DiſtnAion can 
be made, at leaſt with any certainty. And 
perhaps this Damning Humour of his, hay 
jaſtly provoked ſome to write him, not S, 4 
thaxafous, bur (drawing the $ a little nearer) 
Sath mahias. 

Cried, * So there 3s One Father, mer 
« Three Farhers; One Son, not Three 
« Sons; One Holy Ghoſt, not Three Holy 
* Ghoſts, 

Notes, In confiſtence with what goes be- 
fore, He ſhould have ſaid, Two Fathers; 
Two Sons ; and Three Holy Ghoſts, or Spt- 
ries, For the Second Perſon is the Son of 
the Firſt, and the Third proceeds (which © 
nothing elſe bur is gramrated ) from the Firſt 
and Second, which makes Two Fathers, and 
Two Sons; and all Three of them arc Holy 
Spiries ; for che Father is an Holy Spiric, and 
fois the Son, no lefs than the Third Perſon, 
Bar this is not the firſt cime in this Creed, 
that Atbanaſuus has diſcover'd He could 1 
(847. 

Creed, © In this Trimry, none is Afore, or 
« After other ; none 15 Greater, or Lok chan 
* another. 

Notes, Yer the Son himſelf fairh, Jobs 
14. 28. My Father is gpeaty thas 1, And 
for the other Clauſe, None is Afore or After 
other; "ris juſt as rruc as char chere is 00 
difference at all berween Afore and After. 
I ask, Whether the Son doth not, as H! i 
« San, derive both Life and Godhead from 
the Father ? All Trinarians grant, He do's 3 
grounding chemſclves on the Nicene Creed, 
which expreſly calls che Son, God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of why God ; Brgot- 
ten, not Madr. Bur if che Father gave to 
the Son Lite and Godhead 3 He muſt have 
both before he could communicace or give 
eicher of chem ro the Son, and conſequent- 
ly was Afore the Son was. No Effet is - 
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as ies Canſe; for if ic weft, it ſhould 
> re nor had chat for its Cauſe, 
No Propofition in Euclid Is more cermain of 
evident than this. 

Crud, * The right Faith is, That we 
« helicve and confels, that our Lord 
« Chriſt, che Son of God, ws borh and 
« Man. 

Notes, Thien the Lord Chriſt is Two Pir- 
ſons, For as He is God, 1) T the _ 
Perſon of the ( prexende rimry: 
as He 1s Man Mor Man, as this Creed 
afterwards ſpeaks) He is alſo a Perfon: for 
a Rarional Soul, vically unired to an Human 
Body, is a Perſon, if there be any fuch 
thing as Perſon upon Earth ; nay, 'ris che 
only thing upon Earth that is a Perſon. Let 
the Athano6ars therefore excher (ay, that the 
Lord Chriſt is two Frrjensys which 1s the 
Hereſy of Niſtorias, conderrned in a General 
Council : Or, that He 1s not 4 Mat, conmra- 
ry © 1 Tim. 2. 4. Thrrs is One God, and On 
Mediator bitrwicn God and Man, the Man Jeſus 
Chriſt : Or, that He 1s not God, which i the 
Truth. 

Critd, * Who, altho He be God and 
«Man; yet He is not two, bur one Chriſt, 
* One, not by Converſion of the Godhead 
* into Fleſh, bur by raking of the Manhood 
* into God : One, not by Confuſion of Sub- 
«* ſtance, but by Uriry of Perſon, ; 

Notis, Burbecauſe theſe words, One, not 
by converfion of the Godbiad into Fiſh, but by 
tabing of the Manhood its God 5 and again, 
One,not by Confuſion of Subſlanct,but Unity of Pey- 
ſor; cannot readily be underſtood by them- 
ſelves : the Creed-maker ins them in 
this following Arnclez For as the Reaſonable 
Soul and Firſh is ou Man; 6 God and Man is 
one Clift ; Thar is, as a Soul unired yirally 
tw a Body, maketh one Perſon, called Marr, 
without corfounding the rwo Subſtances of 


Soul and Eody; for the Scul remamerh 
what it was, and © alfo does the Body : %© 
God the Son beg united to a Reaſonable 
Sou! and Body, doch, tegrtner with them, 
make one Perſon, called Chriſt, without 
enfounding the Subſtances of che Divimry 
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3 for che Drvinity remains; 
Change, what it was, and 
Humanity, or Reaſonable 
. This is the only Offer ar 
Senſe,that is robe found in this whole Creed 3 
bur (0 far from exphearing, char it farcher 
perplexes the diffculey of che (pretended Y 
Incernarion 3 as will appear by theſe two 
Con! deranons. 

1, In the Prrſozz! Union of a Soul with 
a Body, the Union « between ewo Finice 
Things : but in the ( pretended ) Prrſonal 
Unmn of God to Man, and Man to God, the 
Union is berween Finke and Inface 3 which 
( on the Principles of the Trinicarians ) is 
impoſſible. For we muſt either ſuppoſe, 
that Finizee and Infimre are Commenturace, 
that is, Equal ; which every one knows is 
falſe: or the Finite ts wunired bur to - 
{ume part of the Infinite, and is dimyzed 
from the veſt ; which all Trinicarians deny and 
abhor, 

You will ſay, If rhey admir neicher of 
theſe, how do they ſhew the Pollibilicy of 
the Incarnation, or Union of God to Man ? 
They rell you, God indeed is [ofinice, and 
be 3g Body (even char 
of Chriſt ) is Finiees yer che whole God 
and whole Man are united; becauſe, As the 
whole Eternity of God doth corrift to x moment 

Time; (» the whale Imminſity of God is in 

yy Mathematical Point of Space, The very 

rath is, they cannot otherways defend the 
Incarnation, or Peſanal Van of an Infinite 
God to a Finite Man”: but wirhalit muſt be 
owiled, that ther the DoArines of the Tri- 
niney and Incarnation” do infer, imply, and 
ſuppoſe all the Contraditions, that Mr. Johy- 
{mrhas objeRted'to the Dofrine of Tranſul> 
francration, in that lirtle Golden Trat, 
defervedly eftcemed by All. His whole 
Book and all his Demonſtrations arc tounded 
on cheeſe rwo Suppotirions, that 4 longey time 
aoth not all of it coexiſt to 2 (hmter; nov is & 
greater Extenfoon conſlipated or cnt ained in 2 
if, much lefs it 4 Marhemarical Poirt. 
Therefore all his Lock, and all that he hath 
fo wet} lard and ar ued in the Preface can- 
cerning 


"a 
= 


. 


2 
2 


feRtually deft 


: 
? 


iry and Tranſu>ſtanciarion. If the Reader 
world have an excelicne Book, ler him pro- 
as free 
Prote- 


Reaſon, one Memory, one Free-will : for if 
theſe chings which conſtirute a are 
found more than once, there is no longer one 
Perſon, bur rwo, and vently no Per- 
ſonal Union in the ſenſe of, whuch we are 
eak ; 
_—_ « This is the Catholick Faith; 
© which except a Man believe faichfully, tic 
* cannot be ſaved, 

Note;, By Bilitving, Atharaſins doth not 


OPT wo > 


Firſt, For Bulitving, What if 2 Morin 
not believe it ? Are we obliged under the 
Penalcy of the loſs of Salvation, to believe 
it, wherher we can or no? Doth God re. 
quire of any Man as Impoſſible Condition, in 
order co Salvarion ? 

As for Proſeſſing under pain of 
What if ut be againſs 2 Mat! 
Conſcience to proſoſs it ? The Scriprure ſaith, 
Whatſorutr us not of Faith, us Sin: if theres 
fore a Man profefies againſt his Conſcience, 
he fins; and if nocwichitanding this, a Man 
muſt enher profeſs, or be damned, then 
God requires joe Mex to (in in order to 
their Salvation : but chis we are ſure is falſe, 
and therefore that the Menace in the Artic 
15 Yall, 


And now I a | co all Men, that have 
any freedom remaining ; Whe- 
ther this Creed 1s to be retained in ary 


Chriſtian, much lefs Proceſtane and Reformed 


uation, and Cunning Tradicions added to 
Scriprure; as thoſe Doftrines do to the 

ining of Veneration, and conſcquenc|y 
Dominica and Riches to their Clergy : But 
in a Reformed Church, where the Scripture 


is held to be 4 conpleat Ralt of Faich and 
Manners; and alſo tro be Clear and Figs 3 
Fl 


® ſcandalous to J 


to Slvation, cven co the 
al chings necee] Dchaereadk ic or hears 
it witheSobriety and Artcncio"; ſuch a Con- 
of Faich 1s (1 chink ) incolcra vic; 
eerly inconſiſtent with thoſe Prin- 
reducing us back to We Roman 


_ Nothing haz been or is more 
ews and Nalomcrans, _ 

Creed, the chict Articic ot whole Re l- 
= it is, chat ther? 5s one oncly God, The Evi- 
acnce of which Principle 1s ſuch in Nature, 
as wel! as Scriprure, that it has propagated 
Mahomertiſm a greater Numoers, than 
2t this Day ewn Chriſtianity : For the lake 
of that one Truth, ſo many Nations have 
ſwallowed all the Errors and Follies of the 
Alchora*, or Book of Mavom?; as On the 
ethice Hand, Chiiſtianicy has been rejected 
and dereſicd a them, on the account 
of the Vulgar Chriſhans Ti1e Prjous, woe 
ze ſrutrally and tach of them God. 

Lute the Viſchicfs of this Creed do nor 
tay here, it is levelled nut only againſt the 
true Faith, but 1s alſo deftrutive of that 
Love and Charity, which 15 the Spirit and 
Life of Chriſtianicy z and wicthour which, 
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Faich is but a LUfeleG Body. 


For avit ir 
would effeQually inſpire all i:s Believers 
wich a Spirit of Judging, Damning, and Ua- 
charitablenceſs; it pronounces the Sentence 
of Ecernal Damnation, in the Beginniog, 


Middle and Conclufron, upon al! that do 
nor both Believe and Profels rhits Fairh, 
and keep it Whole and Undrfiled ; rhar is, 
upon the whole Grit+ Charch, and other: - 
Chu:zches in th! E:; and upon ar leaft 
hve pares of fix of all chat profeſs Chriſti- 
anicy in the World, whoſe Underſtandings 
cannot pollibly reach ro the Senſe and 
Coherence, winch ſome pretend to find in 
this Creed, 

Thus the Criſtian Religion is deſtroyed, 
1 both che Efſential Parts of ir, F:ith and 
Love, Hence have proceeded many and 
endlefs Controverſies and Wars among Chri- 
ſtians : and ar lengeh che more Fierce and 
Violent, the more Deccirful and Sophiſtical 
Part, have attained a Tyrannical Domination 
over their Oppoſert ; and have introduced 
and ſerrled, a Chriſtianity ſhall 1 call jr, or, 
« Super /tition, or 4 Polity, quite contrary to 
the Dofrine and Pradtice of our Bleed 
Lord, and his Apoſtles ? 


of "HE Nores upon the Creed of 4!94- 
1: have been already printed by 
themſclves, ard were received and 

approved by ſeveral Learned Men, both of 

London and in the Country. Dr. Shrrloch has 

thought fir to oppoſe to them a large Book, 

in which at Pag. 142. he faith, My Undir- 
taking is to indicate the Athanaſian Creed, and 
the Doftrize of a Trinity in Unity, 

Yer in this Vizdication, he hath given up 
to his Adverſary, all che ancient Defences of 
this Creed and of the Trinity z on which 
his Predecefſors in this Controverſy were 
wont to infiſt; and has advanced in their 
room, an Hypotheſis or Explication, never 
ſo much as named or heard of before. He 
pretends to ſalve by theſe rwo words, Si!f- 
conſciouneſs and Mutnal-conſcioaſuiſs, all the + 


— 


Difficulties of this Great Myſtery ; fo ſuffi- 
ciently and evidently, that the Notion of a 
Trinity in Unity, & now (He faich) as clear 
and tay, as that of but Ont God, Bur this 
is roo much for any Man to take on his bare 
word, or wichout caretully c ng what 
He has ſaid. gr 

1, Concerning the Divine Subſtance, Na- 
rure, or Eſſence : for 1n this Queſtion cheſe 
are Equivalent Terms, both wich the 
Vindicator, and with the Auchor of the 
Nores. 

2. Huw doth he deſcribe the Tire Per- 
ſons; and how 1s cach Perſon ow with i: 
ſilf ; and how arc'they diſtingiihid cach trum 
other, | 

3. How are they wnited with ot another ; 
and how do they All make one God. 

C Firſt + 


- ro 


w _— 


Firſt 3 Concerning the Divint Subſtance, 
or Eſſence, or Natwe. 


in his Diſcourſes concerning the Divine 
Subſtance, or Eſſence ; the Vindicaror ſeems 
ſomerimes to be a perfe Hobift, ro deny all 
Spicicual and Immaterial Subſtance ; or that 
there is any other Subſtance bur Matter, or 


Body. 

He faich ( for example ) at Pag. 5g. W 
can frame no Idea of Subſt anci but what wi have 
from Mattrr, When we conceive of God 
as a Subſtance: ( he faith there ) We find ir 
impoſſible to conctiut, how there (bazld be Tier 
Dizine Ferſons, without Tire diftinft Infrait: 
Suoft ancts.- * 4 Prrion and an Intelligent S4b- 
ſtance art Rrcirocal Terms ; and therefore Three 
diſtietk Perſons, ave three diftinft® Numirit a! 
Subſtances ;, and on4 Numerical Sub/tance, us but 
oze Numerical Perſon, He ſays, thar theſe are 
all Carnal Reaſonings, which ariſe from our 
conceiving of God as 4 Subſtance 3 of which 
we can have no Idea, bur what 1s Matrizl, 
He concludes 1n the ſame place, and ofren 
elſewhere, Wet muſt not ſer for any other Sub. 
tance in God, but Iefinite Powtr, Wildom and 
Gooaniſs, Bur as1f he had beena little roo 
liberal in chae, heays, at P.52. Wiſdom 24 
Truth art the true Natare and Eſſence ( or Sub- 
ſtance ) of God. He vfren exhorrs h1s Rea- 
der, particularly at P. 5c, To {tt fide af 
theſe Material Images of Efence and Subſtance; 
and to contunplatt God as Etirnal Trith and 
Wildom, and then the Notion of God is vivy plain 
and taſy. He adds, at P. 138. That which has 
confounded this Myiiery ( of the Trinity ) has 
been the vain Exdeaveur of veduting it to Terms 
of Art, ſuch as Nature, Eſſence, Subt ance, Sub- 
fitrce, Priſon, Hypeſtaſts, and the libe, 

- He preſumes ro fay, at P.129, The Fathir; 
nctly diftinguiſhid between Hypoſtaſis o& Priſon, 
and Natit, or Eſſence, of Subſtance; ſaying, 
that there are Three Perſons, and but owe Nature 
o Eſſence, or Subſtance, But then, when Men 
camuouſly txamined the ſagnification of theſe wer ds, 
they jound, that apon ſon attount or other, they 
whe u11pplicatle to this Myſtery, For what is 
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the Subſlente and Netwe of God * Hirp 
Thyie diflintt Perſons have but one Namoicg 
SubAance ? Woat is the diflinfFien between E fit 
and Prrionality ? : 

Now I atk, Is this to wwadirete the Arbor: 
fran Creed, as the Doftor undertook to do; 
gf ro flight and overthrow it ? The chief 
Pufines of the Athens Creed, is to 6. 
ſtinguiſh berween the Sabtarce and Pry 
in God, ro ſhow thar the Perſons are Three. 
and the 4ubſtance bur One, The Vindicare: 
could not have more eftefually given up the 
Catholick DoArine ro the Note-maker, t11 
by thus frequently denying, there is amy 
real Divine Subſtance art all, (which is more 
than his Adverſary required, and than he 
will accept) and by ſaying, Men have undu! 
uſed rhefe Terms by their applying them t9 
God. The pretence of the Brief Nowes it 
no other, bur wher the Vindicator (we tave 
ſcen) ofren grants : that there js no diffe. 
rence berween Subſtance and Perſon in God ; 
and that therefore Three Divine Perſons 274 
One Divine Subſtance, 15 a ſenſlefs Cont 
<1&1on, 

But then "tis as ſenſlefs ro deny the Di- 
yine Subſtance, and to reduce the whole 
Notion of God to Witmn zwd Try 
theſe are Properrics that cannot ſub fit, but 
in ſome Subſtance. Nor do 1 think, that 
rhe Trinrarians will forgo their 0!d Expii- 
cations, by Prins and Sabftance; for rhe 
DoRor's rew Witd-nills of Sclf-conſciouſneh 
and Murda!-coaſciouſnels. They will ccr- 
rainly abide by the Nicene and Achanaſian 
Creeds, which ſuppoſe a Real Divine Su 
Nance, in which do ſubſiſt Three Divine 
Perſons. It wil be always Hereſy with 
them, ro deny Hrmo-oaſirs, or that Chrilt 
is of Libr ard Equal Sabftonce with the Fa- 
ther. 

I muſt not diſmiſs the Conſideration of 
the Vindicaror's Dotrine, about the Divine 
Subſtance, without noting, thar his Contra- 
ditions ro himſelf, are as frequene as his He- 
rerodoxies. For tho he has ſpoken (© often, 
ſo expreſly, and ſo much, againſt Subſtance 
and Perſons in God : yet when the Mitap7- 


ſeal 


- 


CC 
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Go il Hynes upon him, he ralks of theſe 
*s of moſt Certain and Real Things. He 
favs at P. 47. The Tort Pirſors art Forte Rei 
Suihantial Brings. And again, The Dover Per« 
ans are (abtartiath di [f4 6h, Now this 1s ro 
lay, the Three Pcrions arc Three diſtinct 
Subſtances : tor that '1s the only potfivle 
meaning of, Torie Reat Suoft antial Brings, 
(ib Aritially diſtin. Thus God art laft is noe 
only 4 Sabtar't, bur ke 15 Three Real diitinR 
Subſtances. This was the Herety of Vaim. 
"us Gintilcs, that the Tiirce Perions arc 
Tits Spiritns (wb lantizli numiro atffernntes, | 
wiſh the Vindicaror berter Succets with his 
Pofrine, than Valor mer at Grntvs and 
Berne, Eur che moſt plcatane of all 15, chat 
after the Vindicator had there taid, The Teree 
Divine Perſans avi ſubſtantially aiftinft; he im- 
mcdiately ſubjoyns, ths in ont Undivided Sab- 
{axct. 1s it pothble a Man ſhould give fo 
lictle heed to what he (ſays in fo Great and 
Nice a Queſtion? He has nor 4 Jenſs5.« Friend 
in the World, that will not tcl} him, that 
"tis as much as to ſay, Tie Perſons are Torie 
aiftin(t Subſtances,and yit art but ons Undirded 
Subtance, The firſt alone 15 Hereſy, the 6- 
ther ſuperadded to it, makes a groſs Con- 
tradition, Bur there are preater Marters, 
abour which 1 muſt ſpeak with the Vindi- 


Cite, 


Secondly; Of the Prrſons, their Unuty, 
and thu Diſtintion, 
As to the Divine Perſons, and the mo or 
Oneneſs of each Perion with it (lf, irs 


Diſtnaion from the other two Perſons ; he * 


ſays as follows. 

Pag. 67. * A Perſon 1s ſuch a Being, as 
* has Underſtanding, Will, and Power of 
* Aftion. 

P. 65. * They arc Three diſtin& and In- 
* finite Minds, — Three Ineellipent Beings. 

P. 258. * They are Three Holy Spirits. 

P.$57. * Theſe Three Infinite Minds are 
* diſtinguiſkied jult as Three Finice Created 
* Minds are, - by Self-conſcionſniſs, Each Di- 
* vine Perſon has a Self-copſcioulnels of its 


© own, and knows and feels ir (-15 25 diſtin 
*trom the ocher Divine Perfors. The ka- 
© ther has a Self-conſcioulnefs of his own, 
© whereby he knows and feels himf ro he 
* che Farher, and not rhe Son or Holy Ghoſt ;; 
* The Son fee's himiclf ro he the Son, and 

© nor the Father or Holy Ghoſt. The Ho!y 

* Ghoſt feels himſclf ro be rhe Holy GhoTt, 
* and not the Father or Son. | 

P. 104. * The Perſons are 2+ 112% diſtinct, 
*# 2s Thrce Humane Perſons, or Three Men 
© are, 

P. 10s. * Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft 
* are as Yially diſtin Perſiyns, as Petey, James 
* and fob», 

P. 145. * We muſt believe Three diftin& 
* Divine Perſons, gach of which is God. 

P.38. * we pl How cac!: Perfon ro be 
*2 God. So Moar P. 45. and clſcwhere. 

He not on!v contends cach Perſon is God. 
and 2: God, bur 'tis his Belief ( in ſome 
places of his Vindication) char each Perſun 
's a moſt conſummate and ab/o/a'rly profect 
God : For he afcribes to cach of chem 
a Perſonal abjolutely prijeft Wiſdom, Good- 
neſs, Juſtice and Power, TI fey, 2 profong! 
perfect Wiſdom, &#, beſides the Wiſ- 
dom, Goodneſs, &r, common to them all 
by their Mit uali-conſcieaſnr's, His Words arc 
theſe : 

P. #1. © There 1s no Contradiction, that 
© three Infinite Minds ſhould be abſolutely 
* perſeft, in Wiſdom, Goodneſs and Power 3 
* for theſe are PerfeGtions that may be in 
* more than One. . 

P. 84, 85. © The Father has his own Prr- 
* ſonal Wiſdom, and by Internal Conſciouſneſs, 
* all the Wiſdom of the Son and Holy Ghoſt. 
The Son has his own Perſonal Wiſdom, and 
* by the ſame Conſciouſneſs, the Wiſdom of 
* the Father and Holy Ghoſt, The Holy Ghoſt 
* has his own Perſonal Wiſdom, and all che 
* Wiſdom of che Father and Son. 

Ar P. 753. He denics there is in God an 
Infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, Power, &:, but 
only perfe&t Wiſdom, Goodneſs, e*>:, 

He acknowledges at P, $7. and frequent- 
ly clſe-where; that if the Divine Perſocs 

© 2 were 
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vere 4itinlt and ſaperart Perſons, they would 
be Three Gods: but they are, he faith, 
cxftin&t, bur «ot ſeparate Perſons : Yer he 
' Gith there, cach ot theſe Perſons is wore- 
Cie 5 forgly and by bim/elf, God, though not 
ſeparmely God. 

P, 48. * A Finite Spiric's Numerical One- 
© refs can be nothing clic, bur every Spirit's 
© Unity with it (elf, and its diſtinct and fe- 
* parate Subſiſtence from all cther Creared 
* Spirits, And this S«ſ-unity can be nexhing 
$ elſe bur Self-conſaouſneſs ; or that it 1s con- 
© (cjous to its own Thoughts, Reaſons, Paſli- 
© ons, &c. which no other Fitite Created 
« Spirit is conſcious to, but it (eif, 

Ler us put this remarkable DoArine con- 
cerning Three Divine Perſons mro a 
ſhort Creed, and then make Brirf Notes 


upon It 
Dr, Sherlock's Cried, 


« T Echeve there are Three diſtin Intel 
« ' ligent Inhnire Bei Minds, Spirits, 
«ard Perſons; cinguite juſt as Three 


« Firuce Created or Spirits arc, 4s 
«realy diſtin&t as three Men, or as Pu, 
& 7amis ard Joln: Kach of them has a 
& Self-coaſcioſa4/s, whereby he knows and 
« feels himſelf, as really diſtin from che 
« other two Divine Perſons. Alſo cach of 
& them has his own abſolutely prrfett ( for 
« there 1s *0 Irfirite ) Wildom, Goodneſs, 
& and Power. :. and by « Mutsa!-conſciouſneſs, 
C each Perſcn of thicle has the whole Wiſ- 
«* dom, Power and: Goodnels of the two 
* other Perſons. Each Perſon has his own 
« Underſtanding, Will, and Power of A&i- 
«cn, Finally, cach of theſc Ecings, Minds, 
& Spirits, Perſons, is God, nay cach of thera 
& Gogly by bimſulf 18 a God, 


This Creed is not only the Vindicator's 
Senſe, but bis very Words,, which he has 
aften repeated it his Book, Let us deli- 
berately, and minutely conſider, whether 
it. be the Faith. of Chriſtians, or r 
wich Scripture or Reaſon ? 


I belizce thirt art Tirue Indliite Sit, 

Minds and Biings, Tis the firſt time 1. 
ver heard fo in my Life: That God 6 
ſonmun Exz, on; Supream Biing; that he \ 
Amma, Mens, Spirieas, ThyGuua, Nic. 4 Mou. 
a Spirit, 1s the Voice not caly of Scriprure, 
but the agreed Dofrine of all Chriſtiars, 
Ler the Vindicator fhew me, either in Holy 
Scripture, or inany Catholick Writer, thu: 
theſe words are uſed of God in the Flars 
Number, Do any of themn, like this Dor, 
call God Anni Mintts, Thrwuars, Mints, 
Spuits, Beings ? Himſelf is the firſt who ha 
darcd thus ro ſpeak in exprets words ; and 
the reaſon 1s, becauſe he flaw not what they 
all ſaw, that chree Infinice Minds, Spirin, 
or Beings, are Three Gods: For if one In- 
fnice Mind, or Spirit, is One Ged, Three 
Infnite Minds, muſt be Three Gods ; clic 
we cannot diſtinguiſh berween One ard 
Three; nor diſcern, that the Definicion 5- 
ing mulripled, the thing defined is 4/7 
mulupled. 
God, faith our Saviour (at Fob. 4. :4) 
1s 4 Spirit. No, faich the Vindicator (x 
þ- 258, and p. 46, ) God is Thru Spirin, 
Minds, or Ecings ; and to teach the coner+ 
ry, ks both Herify 214 Non-lenſe, Before 2 
Man beſtons fuch Complemencs, he ought 
well ro conſider on whom they may rcfle& ; 
for tho he thinks, that ſuch as Socinus,and the 
Note-maker deſcrve not, that common Hu- 
manity and good Manners be ſhown them; 
yer he ſhould have had ſome regard fur tis 
Saviour, 

Well ; bur what if Holy Mother C9 
be in the ſame Nonſcnie and Hereſy ? 
Mr. Satagt, who has alſo written againſt 
the Brief Notes, will tell him (at 7. 4. 
tus Anſwer) chat the Lateran Council hath 
defined, that the Three Divine Perſors art 
yvat Three Beings, but that all togither they make 
Unum ſummum Eas, On: Brig, And 1 will 
tell him, that the fourch Council of Liti 5 
ofren repeats it, that God is not Aliad © 
Aliad, mort Bags &r Toingsz but Vas que* 
dam Rit, Ont Thiag of Brixg. Mg. Marlow 10 
his lace Eook concerning the Trinity, —_ 


(as ſhould ſeem by the Preface” on occa- 
fron of the Brief Hiſtory and Briet Nores, 
deſcriberh God at p. $4. On: fiagle Bring, he 
adds there, Mor! thas one Infinu'e Bing (4918 
ſabſi$, BEurir were endleſs ro cure particular 
Authorities in this matter: therefore in a 
word, all Catechiſms, Syſtems, Inſtirurions 
of Theology, Chriſtian Writers (and even 
Jews and Mahomerans) that have ſpoken of 
God, do with our Saviour, detme him 4 
Spirit, one Mind, one Being ; never three 
Spirirs, three Minds, or three Beings, 

[| dare not ask it of che Vindicacor, be- 
cauſe he always anſwers according to the 
preſent Exigence only; bur I would ask 
any other learned and ſenſible Man, What 
is the adequate Notion, or true definition of 
Three Gods? I make no doubr, every ſuch 
Perſon would anſwer without any the leaſt 
Heſiration ; three Infinite Spiries,or Minds, or 
Incelligene Beings, are three Gods : Which 
is che Vindicator's Definicton of one God. 

But to involve himſelf yer more ; he be- 
lieves, Thee Three Infinite Spirits, Minds, Bt- 
ings and Perſons, at diſtinguih'd juſt as Torie 
Finitt Created Minds, or Spirits art ;, ty ane 
a really diſtinft as three Men, or as Peter, 
James and John. This 15 Polyrthciſm, or 
Plarality of G»4s with a witneſs, "Tis as 
groſs Polyrheiſm, as the Greeks or Romans 
were ever guilry of, If a Man had asked the 
Greek Philoſophers, ſuppoſe Porphmne and 
Hirrocles, What Conception we ought to 
have of the three great Ovjets of Grecian 
Worſhip, Jupiter, Neptune, and Plato * They 
would have anſwered, as che Vindicator 
docs concerning his Trinity, they are three 
Divine Beings, Minds, or Spirits, diſtinguiſh- 
ed as rially, and ji3 as three Men, or as 
Putir, Famis and Jahr, This was their Po- 
lytheiſm : not that they believ'd or worſhip- 

d a falſe God, for that was fonple Idolatry, 

that they diſtinguiſh'd the Divinity wto 
three or more Minds, and Beings 4s r1ally 
and juſt as they diſtinguiſhed three Men, or 
as Peter, Jams and Folm, 

The Vindicator will rot be able to give 
2 Rational and Intelligible Accyunt, Why it 
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ſhould not as much be Polytheiſm in him 
to diſtinguiſh as rally, and jt 2s the Hea- 
chens did, It will not excuſe him, to ſay, 
that Japiter, Nigtunt and Pluts, were bur 
ſuppoſed Divine Perſons, bur his are really 
Divine Perſons; for granting ſo much to him 
for this time, yer to miſtake the Ovjeft of 
their Faith and Worſhip, was only Idolarry ; 
their Polycheiſm conſiſted in diſtinguiſhing 
the ObjeRt of Worſhip, the Divinity, into 
more Minds or Beings 4s really, and juft 25 
the three Men, Peter, James and John are di- 
ſtinguiſh'd. 

Therefore the more Learned Trinitarians 
have been (> far from ſaving, the three Di- 
vine Perſons are diftinguiſh'd juſt as Peter, 
Janes and John, that they never darſt ſay, 
they are rally diſtin, bur modally ; ſome- 
thing more diſtinguiſh'd, ( they ſay) be- 
eween one another, than from their com- 
mon Eflence ; yer not 722 diſtinct, They 
confidered that real Diſtintion makes Alre- 
rity and Diverſity ; bur the Unity of God 
does noc permit that he ſhould be Alter, 
Avwother, eicher from Himſelf, or from any 
thing chat is Himſelf, Since che Eſſence 
of aching is thet, by woich it is what it 
is; Whactloever things are really diſtin& 
things, muſt alſo be cilenrially diſtin& z bur 
now the three Divine Perions having bur 
One Numerical Uadivided Eflence, by Con- 
tellion of all Trimrarians; therefore they 
cannot be E'Tencially diſtin, and therefore 
not Really, but Modally only. 1 ſuppoe 
therefore che Vindicaror's Friends will pre- 
vail with him, to abare ( in his next ) ve- 
ry much of his as really diſtindt,, and 4i- 
inguih:d jſt as theſe three Mien, Peter, James 
and fon, 

Each of theſe Diving Porſars has 4 Sthf- 
conſciouſneſs, whirthy He brows 21d jitls bill) 
as diſtant from the other two Dine Per(21s, 
This Aſſertion implies what he atrerwards 
adds, that tzch of thin bas his owns proper Vs- 
dirſtandiag, Will, and Power of Atim, Now 
I fay, this 15 {> great and clear an Altericy, 
or Diveriity, that no greater can be ſuppo- 


ſed berween any fort of Incelligene Beings, 
Go4 
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God and his Crearures are not more truly 
div, than by having each their own pro- 
per Underſtandings, Wills, and Powers of 
Afton, and by really Being, and Knowing, 
and tecling chemlclves as diftin& trom one 
anocher, ; 

Incelligent Beings may indeed be farcher 
difermced by Efſertial Periections, or by 
Legrees of Perfeaion in the tame Nature 3 
as Angels are diffcrenced from Men by Et- 
ſencial Perfc&ions, and Pitrr trom Jon by 
Degrees of Human Perte&ion, and God from 
his Crearures both by Eſſential Perfeaions, 
and by Degrecs of thoſe Perictions that arc 
common to him and them: Eur the meer 
Alcericy or Diverſity of Incelligent Beings, 
or Minds, is no other but what the Vindi- 
cator has imputed to the Divine Perions 
themſclves 3 namely that each tuch Being 
has his own Underſtanding, Will and Power 
of Aftion ; and both 1s and knows himicit 
as really diſtin from all orhers. Perſons 


or Spirirs ſo diſtin are as really 43-475, or 
are no more one another, than the Angel 
Michatl is the Man Pitrr;, or than Peter 1s 


Charles, the Lion in the Tower. 

The Vindicator has diſcourſed all along 
ſo inconſequently, that 1 have no hopes he 
can advert ro a Demonſtration, that re- 
quires any Attention of Mind: but I can- 
not doubt that others of his Party will rea- 
dily own, he has very much overſhot him- 
ſelf; and chat there cannot be ſuch Alteriry 
or Diverfity'in God, the moſt fimple of all 
Beings. Can there be any thing in God as 
divers and diſtin, as Michatl and Peter ; 
nay, as God and his Creatures? They will 
not ſay it; for "tis to deny his Simplicity 
and Unity, and to compound him not only 
of ſeveral and divers Parts, but of divers and 
ſeveral Beings, which is r90 manifeſtly boch 
Hererodox and Impoſſiole. Can He be mo? 
Sunp.e and Uicompounded, who is made up 
of rhree diſtin Underſtandings, Wills, and 
Powers of Ation;z and who 15 conſtitured 
of rhree Beings, or Minds, that know and 
feel rhemielves dittint from one another, as 
«ul danct as 3:12! and Piter, and even as 


Gol and his Creatures? If (>, then ir may 
allo be (aid, that God a14 ba Criziint on 
One moſt Simple Vacompounard Bring, Thatis 
the next Paradox the Vindicaror has to de- 
tend, As for his Matual contioufſucts, I ſhall 
demonſtrace 1n its proper place, that it does 
not only not heal thee Ereaches, bur incy- 
ravly widens them, becauic (1 ſhall ſhew) 
'ris io far from betug, or Acting any rea! 
Unity and Simplicity, that it 1mplicth and 
luppoteth an Effential DLivertity, and a (c- 
parare Exiſtence of the Three Perions. 

Aſn, tath of thift Priſons bas bis own Pi 
nat ab\uiatily project ( jor ters us no Infints ) 
Wiltom, Power an4 Goodn''s, and by 2 Mi 41.- 
eonlciount's, each of them has all the W.iom, 
Power, and Goodntls of tht two other Pirfoy, 
This is ſtall Comewhar a clearer Explication 
ot his Doctrine of Three God's, than any 
we have yer had: For fince cach of theſc 
Spirics, Minds, or Beings has his own Perſonal -- 
abjolutely perſefÞ Wildom, Power and/Good- 
neſs; and chat beſides rhe Conſciouſntets and 
Senlation of the abſo/utily prrjekÞ Wiſdom, 
Power, &c. of the other two; there can 
be nothing wanting £o make cach Perſon of 
them as abſo{ute/y God. If there be 
indeed three re :lly di/tin'? Spirirs, or Perſons, 
each of which has his own Perſonal abfo- 
lurely perfet Wiſdom, &:c, and therefore is 
an abſolutely pertet God, I doubt whether 
there be a Man in the World (beſides che 
Viadicator ) who will not acxnowledg upon 
that Suppointion, that there arc three rea'- 
ly diftint and abſoluecly perfet Gods, Bur 
as far as he ſeems to be ſunk in his Incogi- 
tance, [| will pur ro him one Argument. 

'Tis the moſt general and allowed Provf 
that there is bur One God 3 becauſe one 
God, or one Infinite Wiſdom, Power, and 
Goodneſs, 1s ſufhcient, as ſathcicne as 4 
thouland ; and there cannot be in God any 
thing that us xeedle(s, aſtli(s, or in vain, There- 
fore 1 lay, if any one of the Vindicator's 
Divine Spirits, Minds, Beings, or Perſons, 4s 
luppoſe the Father has s Porſoral Infioice 
( or abſolutely perfe& ) Wiſdom, - Power 
and Goodncels, there can be no need of 

_—— 
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occafion for any other Divine Mind, Spirit, 
Being, or Perſon 3/ more ſuch Minds were 
needleſs, uſeleſs, and in vain. And from hence 
it clearly follows, thar the Unitarians have 
the very ſame Evidence, that rhere is but one 
abſolucely perfet Mind, Spiric, Being and 
Perſon, and bur one abſolutely perfect W1l- 
dom, Power and Goodnefs, that there 1s 
for but One God. 

And whereas Murual-conſciouſneſs makes 
the Beginning, Middle and Exa of Dr. Sher- 
lo:b's Anſwer to the Brief Nores 3 I would 
know, of what uſe it can be? Whar Per- 
feion can it be to any of che three Divine 
Perſons, to be conſcious to the other rwo, 
when nothing is gained by it, no Wiſdom, 
no Power, no Goodneſs? For without tuch 
Murual-conſciouſneſs, cach Perſon has bu 
own: Pirſonz! abſolurely = Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs. vindicator has 
found our a new Attribute in God, Murual- 
conſciouſneſs, but will never be able to ell 
how *tis any Perfe&tion : Nay, it ſeemerh to 
be an Imperfe&ion ; for ro know the ſame 
things over and over and over by Murual- 
conſcicuſneſs, which were before fully known 
by Self-conſciouſneſs, is the ſame in Know- 
ledg, that Taxtology is in Speech ; they are 
both needleſs Reperitions, and therefore the 
firſt can no more be in God, than the orher 
In wiſe Men. 

Art þ. 72, and 75. he contends, that 'c1s 
not well ſaid, that God is an infonite Being, 
or Spirit, or has I-frite Wiſdom, Juſtice, 
Power or Goodneſs ; becauſe no Ecing can 
know what is not to be known; no Good- 
refs or Juſtice can go beyond the meaſure, 
that is, can do exceſſive or unjuſt things ; 
no Power can do impoſſible things. Eee 
this is a weak Allegation, tho he propoſes 
it with his uſual Confidence and Diidain, to 
bear him out in this new and impious Hereſy, 
that the Perſc&ions of God are not Infinite, 
For things Unjuſt or Exceſſive are. nor the 
Obje&s of Goodneſs or Juſtice 3 and "tis as 
Ridiculous as "tis Heretical, to pretend that 
the Goodneſs and Juſtice of God cannor be 
Infinice, becauſe He cannot do riyungs that 


are eirher Exceſſive or Unjuſt ; for this is a 
chief Reaſon why we alcri'x to God Infinite 
Goodneſs and Juſtice, even becauſe he can 
do norhing at all rhat is Excefſive or Un- 
jſt. 1 cannor doubr, bur thar upon ſecond 
choughes, the Vindicator himſelf will diſcern, 
thar it was fillily urged, T'e faltice of God is 
wot Infrite, becauſe Hi ermot do whit things. 
As for things not bnowable and not poſhols, 
they are N«{litizs, and no more the Objes 
of Wiidom and Power, or of any other 
Faculty, than things Unjuſt are of Juſtice 
and therefore 'ris as vainly and impertinenc- 
ly required, that God ſhould know or do 
ſuch things by his Infirire Wiſdom and 
Power, as that He ſhould do unjuſt chings 
by his Infinite Juſtice. 

Bur 1 will farther tel] this Oppoſer of 
the Divine Perfeftons, why it ts ſaid the 
Goodneſs, Juſtice, Wiſdom, and Power of 
God are cach of them Infinite, It is 
ſatd, becauſe rhere is in God an inexhauſti- 
ble Fountain of Goodnefs and Juſtice ; thar 
Is, he hath an indefcAible Propenſiry, and 
an Infirice Inclination of doing always and 
to all that which is juſt and good. Alſo 
the things he knowerh, and which he has 
and can do, being innumerable and wichour 
End, his Wiſdom and Power are alſo Inft- 
rite, or without End. 

tinally, He bilir's 12th of teſt Brings, 
Minds, Spvits, Pevſors, is God, nay, tech of 
them ſingly by bim/i!lf is 2 God, He grants, 
and favs, at 7. 85, and g7. Thar if the bivine 
Perſons were iparz't Perions as well as di- 
ſlin& Perſons, they we:e withour dou; 
three Gods, But now are not they ſeparate 
Perſons, each of which is fingly and {; 
him/t!f a Perſon, and God; for what is 4 
leparare Perion, or a ſeparate God, but he 
who ſingly and by hi-Glj is a Perſon or Gol ? 
Single, ſeparatr, and by bumſelf, are equivalent 
Terms with all Men bur the Vindicaror. By 
biſelf 1s the very Engliſh of the Latin (4p2- 
r2tus, or ſeparate; therefore in ſaying here, 
that cach Perſon by bi»ſ!f is God, he hath 
granted that each Perſon 1s {#paratily God; 


which 1s the thing lic all along denies and 
abl:ors 


( 24) 


a>hors, 25 a giving up the Queſtion to his 
Adverlary. 

But he ſays expreſly, each of rheſe Perſons 
is« God, None of his Parry ever ſaid (6; 
they will ſay each of theſe Perſous is God, 
or is the God, becauſe cach of them has the 
Divine Eſſence, which 1s common to a'l 
three; bur char cach Perſon 1s « God, 15 
without dout an heretical Form of Specc!i, 
and nccellarily introduces three Gods, For 
the betorc a Subſtantive, denotes the Unicy 
of the thing ipoken of, bur 4 alaays tup- 
poſcs more chings of the fame kind, Thus 
we lay tht Sun, toe Moon, tht Earth, becaulc 
there 15 but one Sun, one Moon, one Earth; 
and for the fame realon we lay God, or tt 
God ; bur we ſay 2 Spirit, 4 Man, « Perion, 
becauſe there are more Spirits, Men, and 
Perſons, Therefore he that ſays, there are 
three Perſons, each of which is « God ; or 
that ſays, the Father is 4 God. or the Son 
is « God, or the Holy Ghoſt is a God; 
ſuch an one ( I ſay ) profeſſes wo believe 
more Gods. I appeal in this matter to all 


learned Men, of what Perſwaſon ſoever ;, y/ 


and evento all who do bur underſtand Gramm- 
mar. But I muſt profeſs my wonder, that 
ſome Trinitarians in ther Explications of 
their (ſuppoſed) Trinity, are no more carc- 
ful of avoiding ſuch open Polythii/m, it be- 
ing a Gailt next ro Atheiſm, 


Thirdly ; Of the Unity of the Perſors, and 
bow thty mate but 0% God. 


Laſt of all; As to the Uniry of the three * 


Divice Perſons with one another, and how 
they all make bur one God: He largely de- 
ſcriberh it 10 his 4% Seftion, from Paz. 45, 
ro p. 85, Burthe ſum of allis this. 

* A Finite Spiric's Unity or Oneneſs with 
© ir (elf, 1s no ocher rhing bur its Selſ-cou/c4ouſe 
© nes, or that ir knows and feels its own 
* Thoughts, Afions, and Paſſions. Bur if 
*cmnher Finire or Infinite Spirits, Minds, or 
* Perſons are murually conſcious 3 that is, 
© are internally and wnivirlally conſcious ro one 
' anochers Thoughts, Wills,  Aﬀtions, and 


© Paſſions, this maketh them to be tray 2nf 
* properly Numerically Ont Spirit ;, for (Y. 45.) 
© they arc hereby as mach one with cach 9- 
© cher, a5 every Spiric 15 one with himielſ; 
*and ( p. 55.) hey arc hereby uniced 19 
* caciy octhcr, as every Man bs to him{ic!f, 
To make three Spirits, or Perſons rumert- 
Fcally one, It 15 not enough, that one of 
tthemis pertefty conſcious to all rhe reſt ; 
they muſt all of r!em be mucually con(c1- 
ous; that 1;, cach of chem pertectly cun- 
* ſcyous to all the reſt. Thus God 15 con- 
* (c1ous to all his Creatures, ro all har 
* Thoughts, Aions, and Paſlions, as fully 
* conſcious as chemſclves are ; but they are 
* not hereby made one with him, becauſe 
chey noe being conſcious to his Kaowiedg 
© and Will, chere 15 10! 4 Meta2!-00%icinu t!ls 
*Derween God and chem. The Mucual 
* conicioutnels of the three Divine Perſons, 
ts the Paicnreſis and Cirraniact ſins men» 
frironed by the Farhers and the Scho?!s. 
© For Poicorth;, or that the Father is 1 
* the 50n and Spirit, and che Son in the Fa- 


© eher and Spirit, and che Spirit 11 the Fa- 
* ther and Son, 1s nothing elſc but their uni- 
* verſal Mutual-conſciouſneſs, We ought not 


*ro crerrain a groſs material Idea of the 
* Peri:bgrifes, as If the three diſtint Divine 
© Perſons were 1n one another by a mutual 
* Concrat of Parts, for they have no Parts 3 
$ the on'y Union and Priicinrefis of Minds and 
© Spirits is, char they are conſcious each t5 
* ochers Thoughts and Wills, as pericty 
"and inwardly as to their own. And thus 
Falſo ir is, thar the three Divine Perſons arc 
© one God; they are one God, and in onc 

© another by prrielt Mutagl-conſcieuſnels, 
The Vindicator otren ſays, that this Ex- 
lication of the Trinity, maketh a Trinity 
m Umry as caſy and inrellipible as the No+ 
tion of One God, or but one who 15 God. 
Euc bei aware that "tis not enough that an 
Explication be intelligible, if ic be not ail» 
the crue Explication; therefore he pre- 
tends ro prove this Murual-conſciouſnets of 
the Father, Son, and Spirit, from-Jo\. 1. 12, 
K 1C,15,30. 32. & 16, 14.15. 1 Cor,2.10,01, 
Then 


cn for the Fathers, tho they do nor once 

Lars Mucual-conſciouſne(s, yer he chinkerh 
chey meant ir, He alledges a few Paſſages 
out of Gregory Nyſſen and Se, Auſtin, who are all 
the Fathers he quotes, 'and his Cararions are 
not only pot to t1is purpyle,tur ſome of them 
cicarly overthrow it. I ſhall ſhew him the 
reſpe#, roconſider what he hath ſaid. 
;, Whereas he faith, that Mutual-conſct- 
ouſneſs makerh the three Livine Spirits, to 
be as truly and properly nupurically 08; and as 
wach ont, 4s tach Spirit and ety Man us one 
with bimſalf. 1f this were indeed true, it 
would as much over-do' what rhe VYindica» 
ror expeRs from ut, as he thinkerth all fur- 
mer Explicatiors are ſhvrt of their Deſign, 
For the Unicarians defire vo more, than 
that it be owned, God 1s as truly and pro- 
perly rumerically one, as 07 Spuit and 
Mat is ont with bimilf; for every Spirit and 
Man is ſo one with himſclf, as to be bat one 
Perjen, 

Had the Vindicator ro way to defend the 
Athanaſian Creed, bur by running into He- 
reſy? could he make out the Unity of the 
Trifiiry, no other way bur ( as the Creed 
ſpeaks) by confounding the Prrſozs, or by 
making them but one Perſon? I challenge 
him, or any other for him, to avoid this 
Conſequence of his Dc&rine, He faith in 
above rwenty places, this Murual- conicioul- 
refs maketh the three Divine Spirics and 
Perſons as much one with one anocher, as 
any Spiric or Man is one with hamſelf; rhen 
fay 1, they are but one Perſon 3 for that is 
the Oneneſs or Uniry (the only Unicy ) of 
every Spirit or Man wich himſelf. No Spi- 
rit or Man has any other bur a Perſonal 
Unity with himſelf, 

2. Murual-conſciouſneſs cannot be a good 
Explication of the ( pretended ) Trinicy, 
becauſe ic will equally ſalve che moſt abſurd 
Dco&rine of the Tranſubſtantiation, For 2s, 
according to the Vindicator's Doctrine, the 
Godbead, or the One true God, is numerically 
One, tho there are three Infinite Perſons, 
cach of, which is God, and a God 3 becauſe 
theſe ne Perſons are murually conſcious 
to, or Have an inward Senſation of one ange 


/ 
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ther: So will a Papiſt fay, there is but ons 
Rody-rrad, or bur one Numerical Body of 
Chriſt ; bur in the Uniry of this Bady-head 
or Body, there i* firſt the Original Lody of 
Chrift, and rhen abundance of Sacred A»? 
in divers places, cach of which is a rrue Body 
of Chriſt, and is by Murual Seniarion and Con- 
(ciouſnefs (for there 15 17 Senſation wichour 
Conſciouſneſs) numerically ore Body with 
the Original Body 1n Heaven. *T1s true, the 
Body mm Heaven 13 the Source and Founrarn of 
the reſt, a3 the Father 1s of the orher Divine 
Perſons, but they are all bf :ntially and rams e 
'« zlly one Bodv, by Mutual-confciouſnefs or 
Senſation. And this murual inward Senfati- 
ou or Conſcioutnels they muſt needs have, 
becaulc they are all of them Pr ſmelly wihed 
ro one lofhmre Spirit or Perſon, who (as 
all Trinitarians ſay) is Whole and Al every- 
where preſcrr, Tous is 799, & tot 15 in qualitet 
parte, By this Explication or Hypotheſis, all 
Mr. Jonnſon's Demonſtrations againſt the 
Trantulſtanciation, are made to vaniſh into 
Smoke. All his Objetions from the nature 
of Time and Extinfion are nothing ; they are 
all alved by Mucual-conſcioutnets of the Hoſts 
with the Body in Heaven ; for Dr. Sherlock 
has aſſured us, that Murual-conſciouſneſs or 
Senfation, doth make an Eſſential, Subſtantial 
and Namirical Unity or Oneneſs between any 
number of Perſons or Things. The Reaſon 
holds for Tags as well as Prſors, and for a 
thouſand as well as for three. 

3. It, as the Vindicaror ofren ſays, Murual- 
conſciouſneſs is the only Union of Spirits or 
Minds, ſuch a Mutual-coniciouſneſs by which 
they are univerſally, or wholly, or perfe&ly 
conſcious te cach other ; this would as much 
prejudice the Incarnation, or Hypoſtarical 
Union,as che Vindicator hopes ir will help the 
Do&rine of the Trinity, The Vindicaror con» 
felles at p. 259, and 290, that the Human Na- 
rure, or Reaſonable Soul of Chritt, 1s nor unt- 
verially, or wholly contcious tothe Divine 
Perſon of the Son; yer he lays, i perhaps 
torty places, that a Mucual-confcroutnefs ro 
all one anothers Thoughts and Wills and 
Actions, 1s necefſlary ro make an Union of 
dunds or Spirits. I fay, it follows from theſe 
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the Divine at Human Spirits in Chriſt. 


ſome meaſure, aware of rn Obxeon., 
in the Concluſice of his Book, when he 
comes to the Dodrige of the Incarnarion,or 
Hypoſtacical Union, he ſays, © Where diffe- 
« rent Natures arc united mro one Perſon, 
« this univerſal Conſciouſneſs 1s ſeared only 
« in the Superior Nature 3 atd in the Infe- 
& rior, only fo far as the Nature 1s capable, 
« ard as the Perſonal Union requires. Bur [ 
will forgive the Viadicaror, if he can fo, 

eſcape from mc. | 
Firſt 3 If, as he (avs, a partial Conſciouſneſs 
in the Inferior Nature be ſufficient to effeRt 
an Hypoſtarical or Perſonal Union, ir m_ fol. 
low, that ail pious Men are - y or 
perſonally united to the Holy G For the 
it 1s undverfally conſcious to all their 
$ard Attions, and they are partially 
10us to his Suggeſhons and Motions, and 
that by ſuch as Isterzal Staſatios as they are 
w their own Thoughts and Inclications. 

They caunot dafcerr ove from the other. 

Secondly ; If « Fartial Conkiowneſs be- 
rween two or more Spins, where bur one 
of them 1s univerfally conditions ro the reſt, 
will make chem numerically one Perſon, or 
(what is the ame thing) will ffe&tan Hy- 
tical or Perfonal Union; then cerram- 
y where two or more Spirits are univerſally 
0%cions 10 one another, 1c nuſt much more 


arc hypoſtauically and perſonally united, Bur 
this every one knows 1s Hereſy, and contra- 
iy to the Achavahan Creed, which forbids 

us 60 conjmond the Perſons, 
Thirdly ; But the truch is, a Parrisl 
10 one of the Sprries 


6) 

( rhoogh the other be univerſally conſciog) 
1s not ſufficiene ro make a Perſonal Unize, 
or wo make rwo or more Perfons to be 
merically one Perfon. The Reaſon is tha, 
ſmce umverſal Muruet-Confcrouſneds is there. 
fore (aid (by the Vindicator) to nuke 
more Spirins ro be numerically one, be- 
cauſe in every one of them it amounts to x 
much as, and is equivalent to the Self-con- 
ſciouſneſs or Scit-unity of each Spirit with 
ir ſelf ; for it makes more Spirits as conſci- 
ous ro one another (and therefore as tume- 
rically one ) as every _—_— 1s to it (ef; 
from hence 1: necellarily follows, that a Vs- 
rual Conſciouſneſs which 15 not univerſal in 
both Spirits, cannoe effec a Perſonal Uning, 
or make chem numerically one Perſon, be- 
cauſe 'rrs undemable rhar one of clicſe Spi- 
rirs (rhe inferior Nature or Spirit) has oc 
fuch 2 Murual-conſciouſneſs with the cher 
Spirir, as is equal to irs own Sclf-conſcicul 
neſs, which makes it Selt-uracy, 

theherrc I have fo argued, as to ſuppoſe, 
wh the Vindicator, that ſuch a Muu 
conſcioutnefs as he has defcribed when 's 
univeriz!, may have the cfeR he ſuppokth; 
ther is, may effice4 a Numerical Oncnels « 
Urry, and have only ſewn, char however 
re (has ſeveral (nch Hererical Conſequences, 
char it muſt nor be admirres by him or any 
other. For we have (cen it makerh he 
three Divine Perſons to be but one Perſon, 
becauſe (he ich) it makes them as mull 
one, & each Siri, Perſog, or Man is one 
with mhumfef, Alſo this Hypotheſis will do a 
much Service to the Tranſubſtanctiation, 5 
to the Trinity ; for it will make as *ubſtan- 
tial and Numerical an Unity bcrween the 
Hoſts and the Body ia Heaven, as Lecween 
the three Divine Spirits. Farther, ic deſtroys 
the Hypoſtarical Union; for "tis plain that 
a Parrial Conſciouſneſs berween Human 
and Divine Spirirs in the Lord Chriſt, cannot 
make a Perſonal Union, or make chem muy 
merically one Perſon, becauſe in his Human 


- Spirir "ris not equal to char Self-confcioul- 


net, which the Viadicaror affirms to be 


ce Self-uriry of every Inteſligent Being, 
Bur now I ſhall prove, that 


3 


4. Muru- 


Murual Conſciouſacfs, norwithſtanding 
the Vindicaroe's confident Affirmation, and 
frequent Re 
ea che ow Livine Perſons to be nu- 
merially one, or {0 cf, 85 each Spirit and 
evcry Man is one with Wmicl; nay, it net- 
ther is por effefierth any real Uinrey ot all, 
For chough he is careful to ſuppole, thar the 
three Perſons are mutually conſcious by 21 
iatereal Senſation, and that they are conicious 
8 al che Thoughts, Wills and Aﬀtions of 
| one another, as each Perſon of them, and 
a3 every Man is internally conſcious to all his 
own Thoughts and A&ons, all which he 
trankerh muſt make chem namerically one 
Spirit and one God ; becauſe ( in his Opt- 
ron) it amounts to as much 2s, and is equi- 
valene ro, that Self-conſciouſneſs which 15 
(he fairh) the Sel{-unity of each Spirir, and 
every Man with |:imſclf. Tho ( 1 fay )) he 
1 careful ro ſappoſe thus much, yer | ſhall 
mind him of @ thing which will ruin his 
whole Hypothiþs ; even this, that che three 
Divine Spirics or Perſors, tho they are um- 
verſally and internally conſcious to one ano. 
ther, yer becauſe they are nor it the ſame 
nzznrr conſcious to one anothers Thoughts 
and Actions, as each Spirit of them and 
each Man 1s conſcious to his own Thoughts 
and Aaions; therefore the Murual-conſci- 
ouſneſs which he ſuppoſes they have, cannor 
make them numerically one Spirit, or one 
God, None of them 1s conſcious to the 

and Aftions of the other two as 
ba en, bur as riſmg is and fron the other 
Perſons ; but each of theſe Spirits, and cve- 
ry Man is conſcious to his own 
and Acions, as rifing is and from himſelf, 
from his own Perſonal Underſtanding, Will, 
and Power of Aion. 

Ler me hear the Vindicator fay, that the 
Son (for Example ) knows and feels the 
Thoughts and Ations of the Farher and Spi- 
rir, not as the Thoughts and Aftions of rhe 
Father and Spirit, but & bis own Perſona! 
Thoughts and Aftions, or as onginared in his 
own Perſon; and I will allow that fuch Con- 
ſciouſnels doth look ſomewhar hike a nume- 
rical Oneneſs or Uniry, Bur 1 will demon- 


(IF) 


flare to him, chat © to (ay, is 50th Hereſy, 
and a Contradition. 

fr 1s Hererical, becauſe then the Father 
Perſomal Ation of Graevetiag would be known 
and fcle by che Son, as the Afting of the $14; 
roar is, the Son would know and (eel that he 
becers himdelf, Alſo the mare! Late of the 


Father, and of rhe Image, or Son, whereby 


e 11s Arhanafimm Door feipns.) che Holy 
Spiric proceeds from rhem, would be known 
and felt by the Holy Spirir, as itis own Per-+ 
fomal Aion, nor as the Aftion of the Fa- 
ther and Son. Both which are Hererical 
when aff med by any. 

Eat beſides, rhat it is Hereſy, *cis alfo 
a Confradition : "Tis juſt as much a Con- 
erackRion, as ro fay, that the Perſon and 
Perſonal Underſtanding of the Son, is the 
Perfon and Perſona! Underſtanding of the 
Father, If we confound the Perſons and 
OR Thoughts and Aﬀtions of the Fa- 
ther, Son and Spirit, we confound alfo 
their Perſonal Underftandings, wills, and 
Powers of Aion. If each Perſon of them 
has his Perſonal Underſtanding, Will, and 
Power of Afton, he has alſo his Perſonal 
Thoughts and ARions ; and vently, 
the Son cannor feel che and AQtions 
of rhe Father, as bis own Perſonal Thoughes 
and Ations, but as the $s and Adi- 
ons of the Father. Bur if fo, all Men muſt 
grant, thar fach Murual-conſciouſnefs of che 
three Divine Perſons, neicher is, or cffeReth 
a Numerical Uairy, or any Unity at all, Ir 
cannot, I fay, make them one Spirit, or 
One God, bur leaves them as much three as 
other ſeparate Spirirs or Beings are. For 'ris 
ſuch a Conſciouſneſs as may be, and aRually 
1s, berween the moſt fire contrary and 
ſeparate Natures and Spirits. For all Men 
are afrer this manner conſcious both ro the 
Holy Spirit, and to the Temprer. We are 
conſcious to the Suggeſtions and Moriars of 
the firſt, and to the Tempractions of the 
other, by an intern! Conſciouſneſs ; nay by ſuch 

2 perfe& intimare Conſciouſneſs, that we do 
not always diſcern them from our own 
Perſonal Thoughts, or the Motions and 
Adings of our own Spirics z which is fome- 
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what 4 cloſer Conſciouſurſs chan the Vindica- 
ror has ſuppoſed, or dares ſuppoſe berween 
the three Divine Perſons ; and yer 1c leaves 
us ſeparate Beings and Spirirs, borh from che 
Holy Spirit, and from the Temprer, 

g. If there were indeed fuch a thing as 
the Vindicator's mutual Conſciouſneſs, I do 
affirm, it would be fo far from being, or from 
effefing a numerical Uniry or Onenefs, tlat 
it would be the very ching which would mcſt 
of all prove the three (pretended) Divine 
Perſons are numerically three Spirits and 
three Gods, For fince, according to the 
Vindicator's Deſcriptions, each of cheſe 
Spirics or Perſons has his own Perſonal Un- 
derſtanding, Will and Power of Aftion, and 
his own Perſonal abſolucely perfe& Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodneſs ; three ſuch Perſons 
are ſo tar from being one Spiric or one God, 
by Confſcioulneſs ro cach others Wiſdom, 
Power and Goodacs, that the more ſuch 
Perſors are maurually conicious, fo mach 
the more their ſep2r2te Exiſtence and Divl- 
nity is proved, For the more that any of 
cheſe Spirits knows and feels of Thoughts 
and Aftions ariſing in the other Spirits or 
' Perſons, and ro which he is only conſcious, 
but is noe the Perſonal Fountain of them ; 
the more, and more certainly, he muſt 
needs know and fee!, that him{colf has a 
divers and ſeparate Exiſtence from them, 
and therefore (being an Infinite Perſon or 
Spirit) is adivers and ſeparate God. 

l — the Vindicator to tell me any 
ocher poſſi? for three Divine Perſons 
to be aſlured of their ſeparate Exiſtenee and 
Diviciry 3 that is, that they are three God's, 
bur by Murual-conſciouſacfs, or by knowing 
and =_ (as he ſpeaks) rhe Though:3and 
- Actions of one a Jeat as thijr own, but as 
rheThoughts and Aions of oclier Divine Spi- 
rics. How ſhould the Facher, fcr example, 
know He is a ſeparate Spirit and God from the 

Son, but by knowing and fecling the Aftions of 
tie Son, not as his Che Fathers ) Attions, bur 
as the Atiors and Thoughts cf another Di- 
vine and Infinice Perſon? It was therefore 
a great Incogitance in the Vindicator,to urge 
the (pretended) Murual-conſciouſnels of the 


three (pretended) Divine Perſors, 23 the 
numerical Uniry or Oneneſs, when it 6. 
monſtrates chem ro be numerically three 
ſcparace and divers Beings, Spirits and Gods, 

Had the Vindicator (aid, there are three 
Infinite Spirits, who are mutually conſcioe, 
TxHEREForet there are three Gods ; all Mar 
kind would have allowed his Conſequence, x 
certain and ſelf-evident from chat Propoſgi- 
on. Bat to ſay there are chree Infinice Spirir, 
conſcious to one another, [Errors there s 
but one Gd z this all Men of Senſe will laugh 
at, a5 4 pa/pabit Falſhood. "Tis a Conraditt- 
on in the Terms, to rcll us of Ow ov Gu 
matazily conſcious ; for in plainer Engliſh is 
ſay, Out only God coaſcin''s to, or with other Gui, 
Or, Ont only God conſcious to more G115, 

6. Bur the great Matter is ſtill 5chind, 
that after all, our Bleſſed Saviour himſelf hn 
declared, that there is not this Murual-con- 
{ciouſneſs berween the ( ſuppoſed ) Divine 
Perſons, which the Vindicator has made n» 
be the Subſtance of his Anſwer ro the Brict 
Nares, and the Brief Hiſtory. Of 24 45 
a14 bh» (the day and hour of the Lift Jul; 
ment ) 214 lnowtth, us not tbe Artgrts wit 
art 41 Heawin, nar the Sos, but the Bath” 1% ; 
Met 13.32. Mit. 24.35, Here it 5 ex- 
preſly denied, that the Son know: t!ic 
tine of che laſt Judgment, and az clezr!s 1n- 
timarced ur the Father, and the Fainir 03 
(therefore not the Holy Ghoſt, if we rake 
the Holy Ghoſt tor a particular Pcrfon) 
knows fac time. * Theretore, fay I, the 506 
and Holy Ghoſt are not conſcious eo all te 
Rnowledg, Will and Thoughes of che Father, 
and conſequently are not Gods, or God. 

To avoid this Argument, the Viadicator 
and his Party anſwer, chat Chriſt in chat 
Text ſpeaks of himſelf, only as he 15 a Mar, 
not as he is God, or « God, Well, but how 
ſhall we ſalve the Honour of the Holy Ghoſt, 
tor "cis there alſo ſaid, chart the Fator 0" 1 
knoweth that day and hour ? Why, for that, 
the word Father here does not ſignify £4 
F athir oy, ar includes the Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoſt. But when mention is made of 
the Fathir and the So in the ſame Period, 
and chey are oppoſed ro cach other, "tis 


much 


much that neicher the Son ſhould ſignify the 
Son, (for the Human Nature, or Chriſt a4 
Men, according co the Trinitarians,is not the 
Son) nor the Father ſignify the Father, bur 
the Father and ewo other Perſons. If this 
be nor ro form the Scriprures co our pre- 
conceived Opinions, and not our Opinions 
by the Scriptures; let the Vindicator him- 
ſelf rell me what is? Should a Socimian di- 
ſtort the known ſenſe and uſe of Words 
at this rate, what Ourt-crics ſhould we have 
againſt chem ! 

Nor was it our Saviour's manner to anſwer 
afrer this equivocal deluſory faſhion : Bur 
when the Diſciples were more inquiſitive 
than he liked of, he was not wont to (hife off 
the matter by an Equivocation, but plainly 
eo relf chem, They asked after whar 'cwas nut 
permirred ro them to know. Wilt ths at 
this time veſtore the Kingdom to Ijratl ? lay the 
Diſciples at Afts 1.5, 7. "Tis not for you t9 
brow, faith our Saviour. How unlike 15 this 
dire ſincere Anſwer to that which the Tri- 
nirarians have made for him abourthe Day 
of Judgment? For their Anſwer runs thus; 
« As to the day and hour of Judgmenr, of 
« which you enquire, none knowerh mr, nog 
* the Angels, not the Son himſclt,bur my ra- 
« ther only, Bute when I ſay the Son, char 
«1s, I my ſelf knowirnor, I mean ( /aith be 
* ty bimſe!f ) accordiag ro my Human Nature, 
« which indeed is not the Sen; and when | 
*« fay, only my Father knoweth it, I mean 
**( /aith be again to bimſilf ) only my Father 
* z1d my ſelf, and the Holy Ghoſt, This is 
ſuch an 0cer-grown Equizecztion, and Mental 
Reſervation, as in our Town would pits for 2 
groſs Lie; but that the Vindicator and his 
Party have aſſured us, that our Saviour him- 
ſclt ſpake rhus. Bur I do nor thiok any 
ſenſible and honeſt Man will bcheve 'em, if 
he confiders it ewice. 

'Tis thus alſo that they have deale with 
God himſelf, ſpeaking in che firſt Command- 
ment 3 Thou (halt bave no other Gods bat Mr, 
faith God in the words of the firſt Com- 
mandment. And to render this his Soveraign 
Revelation and Will che more awtul and rc- 
garded by us, he dchvered it in fiwnders 
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that ſhook the Heaver:s and che Earch. Nat” 
withſtanding chis, and tho every one knows? 
char the Stile of Laws is plain and ſimple? 
and che words p—_— ood in a popular 
familiar Senſe, ſe they arc delivered eo 
rhe meaneſt a; well as rhe higheſt Capaciric: ; 
yer have choſe who call themſelves the Or- 
thodox and the Cacholick Parry eluded this 
Revelation and Lai, to which all che reſt 
refer, and on which they depend and have 
made room for other Gods bifides hiz, Tio 
ſhalt have no other Gods beſides Me; that is, 
( fay they ) Thou ſhalt have no other Gods 
bur Vs, no other Gods, tur Gd the Fa- 
ther, God the Son, and God the Holy Ghoſt : 
Thou ſhalt have no other Gods,bur three Infi- 
nate Almighty, All-knowing Perſons ; where- 
of one is the Father, another his Son, and the 
third an holy Spirit diſtin from borh, 

I perſwade my (elf that no Man can think 
thar to much as one Perſon of the fix hundred 
thouſand I zelitis who aſſembled ro hear God 
ſpeak,did ( or poſſivly could) underſtand that 
to be his meaning ; but on the contrary, when 
they heard, Thos ſhalt hzve na other Gods but 
Me, they did, and their Poſterity ca this day 
do, underſtand it no ocherways bur thus, The« 
ſhalt never brow or on mare than one Divint 
Perſon, even Mt who now (p1th to ther, When 
Poinrs of Faith are rurned inro Laws, we 
ought ro be careful hoy we elude their plain 
and obyious ſenſe by S1btiities z for fuch chings 
will not excuſe the Breach of Laws, eſpect- 
ally of rhe firſt and chief Law, the ground of 
the reſt, ro which they all rcter a5 their chief 
Defign. Rather we ſhould incerprer all 0- 
ther dubious and difzurtble Scriprure-Fx- 
prefſions by ſuch folemn Principal and Chict 
Revelations and Laivs. The Vindicator, 'tis 
ſaid, is writing a Book to prove, that chere 
are more Perſons (the Son and Spirit) be- 
ſides the Ecernal God and Father of ow Lord 
Criſt, whoare Gods, or God, thatis, he is 
wricing a Eook agaivſt the firſt Command- 
ment. And 1 conte(s, that as his Party have 
ordered the vulgar Editions and Trarſlati- 
ons of the Holy Bible, ic will be no hard 
marter. to alledg ſome very plauſible Texts 


to ſich as know rot che Deceirs rhat have 
beca 


- 
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uſed, to make ſome Texts of Scriprure 
þ br: ochers. Bur 1 enge him be- 


or Text for his purpoſe, as is nor of fuch 
[oſprRid Credit and Aut - = _ \ 
hat no t Man wou! any ching on 
i. ee ic co che firſt Command- 
ment, or is ſo waxifeftly fau'ty is the Exgiith 
Trarſlation, that ſore of the moſt Learned of 
his own Party do rejzeRt it as no Proof; cr 
finally, is not only 122 ts bus pur poſe, but proves 
what the Unitarians contend for, the Unity 
'of God, or that God is Ont, Bur this was a 
Digreſſon ; I !cfr off ar our Saviour's words, 
Of that day and bar ( the day and hour of the 
laſt Ju ) nou hroweth but my Fatio 
#nly, whuch 1 hope were ſufficiently vindica- 
red from the Perverſions of Dr, Shin{och, 
and orhers. ; 
But let our Saviour ſay what he will, and 
a5 y as he will, che DoRor will prove 
inſt him, that there is this perſeR Murual- 
conſciouſneſs berween Him, the Holy Spirit, 
ts firſt Objeicn from Job. 1. 13, The 
His xeRion is from F#*. 1. 13. 
only Begotten Son, which is in the Boſom of the 
o_ bath declared __— in ens 
azother, ſignifies, ſays the Vindicator, to 
conſcious to that Perſon's Mind, and moſt 
incimare Secrers ; therefore the Son ts con- 
ſcious ro the Farther. Anfw. Bur why did 
not the, Vindicator ſome Texts ro 
confirm this Incerprecation? The truth is, 
the Scri -Senſe of this Phraſe, To be in the 
Boſom of another, is this, to be moſt deer ro that 


Perſon, as is clear from Deat. pics $5. 
2 Sam, 12.3. Sorthe Senſe of the obxxRed 
Text is only this, The only Begorren Son,who 


1s moſt dear to the F , hath declared 
tim, 5, e, hath made known his Will and 
Commands in the Goſpel. 

He obj.&s, ob. 10. 15, As the Father 
knowtth me, ſo know I the Father, Anſw. If 
the Vindicator had look'd into the Critical 
Commentators of his own Party, he would 
have ſcen, that to &now in this Text is to love, 
But allowing him his Senſe of the words ; 
[ anſwer, as much is pro of all Chri- 
Riaus 30 Goſp.l-rimes, Fer, 31. 34. Thty ſhall 


all bow we, from the greateſt to the leaft of them. 
Nas does of =p note Equality of Know- 
ledge in the bur Likeneſs only ; as ar 
Mat. 5. 48. Be ye perfect, rots as your F thee 
which is is Hiaian us perjied, Therefore the 
Senſe 1s, the Father knowerh me, and [ allo 
know the Father ( not by Natural or Com 
geme Conſciouſack, but) by his Revelai- 
on. Sce Riv.i.i. 

Joh.rc.30, I ad the Fathir art One. This 
Onenets or In- , laich che Vindicator, vx 
a Muruz!-conſcrouſnefs and inward Senſation 
ot cach otlicr. Arſw. But our Saviour cx- 
plains ws Ouenels, to be fach an Uniy of 
Onenel; as is (or ſhould be) amvang al! Chri- 
ſtians z which is nor by Mutnal-conicioufuck 
or inward Seafaticn, bur Mureal and inward 
Love of one another. Jobs 19, 114. Fatho, 
——bttp theſe whom thos buſt giz me, that they 
may oe Ont as wt art, Ver, 22. Toat thiy my) 
be Ont, tin as wi 2 One. 

Again, he urgeth 7ob. 10. 32, Toe Fahey 
# in me, and I in im, The Vindicator i% 
ſiſter?) much on this, as a clear Indication of 
an inward Coniciouſnels berween the Father 
and Son. Arfw, Burhere again our Saviour 
has otherways explain'd himſcl, namely 
thus, that he means ſuch an In-being as 1s 
berween all Chriſtians and the Father ; an 1n- 
being by Love, and the Gift of the Spirit, 
on the part of the Father, and on our part, 
by Love, and Obedience, . and Profeſſion of 
the Truth: Joh. 19.21. Toz thiy all may of 
Ont, as thou Father art in ma, and I in that, that 
they may be Ont in 8, 1 Joh. 3-24. Hi tos: 
berpeth bis (God's) Commandments, d wtlleth is 
Hom, and be in vim, 1 Joh. 3.19. Hey we 
know we dwell in bim, and bt in ws, brcanſt bt 
hath given wa of bis Spirit, Ver. 1 $. Woojorre 
ſhall confeſs, that Fiſua is in tie Sax of God, God 
dwilitth ix bim, aud bt in God, Ver. 16. He 
that dwelleth in Love, dwelltth in God, and God 
in his, 

Joh. 16. 19. Al things that the F athir hath 
art mine, Anſw. See what hath been (atis- 
flaRorily (aid co this, 1n the Brief Hiſtory, 
4g. 123. 

s Cor. 210,11. The Spot ſearchith all 
things, yta tne dip things of God, For wat 

Mi 


Men brwtth the things of 4 Man bat the Spirit of 
8 Mat, which is in him ? ruen fo the things of God 
broweth no Man, but the Spirit of God. Arfm. The 
Emphaſis lies here ; that the Spirit knows the 
things of God, ren as the Spirit of a Man 
knows the things of a Man. Now admitting 
that the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit were a Perſon, 
as many Unitarians (particularly the Bide 
au Arians) believe he is, chief of the 
holy Spirits or Angels, and called ebe Spait 
by way of Excellence, and the Holy Spirit, to 
diſcriminate him from Satan, who is chief of 
the Wicked and Apoſtate Spirirs or Angels. 
Admirring, I ſay, that the Holy Spirit is a Per- 
ſon, yer what hinders that he may &unw the 
things of God,that is (as appears by Ver. g.) tbe 
things that God has prepartd for them that love 
him, as fully and perfeRtly as the Spirit of a 
Man knoweth the Deſigns and Counſels of a 
Man towards other Men? Cannoc God as 
fully reveal thoſe rhiags of God to this holy and 
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ſuper-eminent Spirir, as avy Man knows His 
own Will and Defigns of Good rowards o- 
thers ? and 1s it not thus, that our Szvioar 
alſo is (aid to know the things of God? 
Rtv. 1-1. 

If it be demanded, If this be a!!, Why is 
the Spirir called zhe Spirit of God ? 1 hope the 
Vindicator knows,rhart "tis rhe manner of che 
Hebrew Tongue to name things great in their 
kind, by che name of God. He may alſo be 
called the Spirit of God, as Prophers are in 
Scripture called the Ar: of God, becauſe boch 
one and the other ave ent by God. And this 
Spiric is ſo much the Chief of all ocher Spirirs, 
that are God's Meſſengers ; that he is therefore 
ſomerimes called by way of Ennnence and 
Excellence, the Spirit of God. So an Arimor 
Bi4:lian Unitarian would anſwer to the Oh» 
jeRion from this Text. How 2 Sorinien Uni- 
rarian would anſwer, may be ſcen in the 
Brief Hiſtory, from p. 98, co p. 102. 


The CONCLUSION. 


Hus 1 have canſider'd Dr. Sheloch's new 
Explication of the DoRrines of the Tri- 
nity and Ircarnation by Self- coaſciouſneis and 
Murual coaſciouſnes, and therein the ſub- 
ſtance and force of kis Book, winch he has 6 
vainly and unruly called 4 Hi«dc2ti97 of thoſe 
Dcfrines. His Look candeſerve that Title 1n 
no other ſenſe, bur as 'tis a ſupercitious, daſ- 
dainful, and peeviſh Anſwer. Bur tor that, 
the Unicarians know very well, that when 
Learned Mea rage in ſuch a manner, that 
they have neirther Humanity nor 
Manners left, "tis becauſe they find themjelues 
panch'd : they know too, that Omnis Rinegeda 
oft Ordinis ſus Perſecutor, Thoſe who have hi- 
therto ſaid (_ who are all ther have read 
his Books ) there is nothing conſiderable 
in Dr. Sherloch's Books, but what he either 
borrowed from the Socinians, or build upon 
their Foundation; ſuch will wonder he 
would ſhew no berrer Reaſons why he hach 
ſhifted ſides, He promiſed at P. 21, to ex- 
aint the Brief Notes Paragr aph by Paragraph, 
that the Author might not complain of unfair V- 
ſage : Bur at p. 255, before he was got halt 
through the Notes, he pretends io grow 


weary of the Nott-mabi'r1 long Hi mgu's (oth 
the whole Notes are le's than a Sheer of Pa- 
per) and fo gives his Reader only ſo much 
of the Ericf Notes as he fancied he could deal 
withal. Therefore the Author of the Notes 
will ſay, this was not only unfair, but Caftcr a 
Promile ) falſe Uſage : Orhers ſay, the or 
grew ſelf-conſcious, ſenſible of his Inabiliry, 
and cherefore durſt nor truſt his Reader with 
thoſe dangerous Notes, and his crude Anſwer 
to them. But where he prerended to anſwer, 
he ſhould nor have ſuppreſled ſo many Peri- 
ods, nor omicred to rake notice of the Rezſor 
uſcd, ſuppoſing it was enough it he oppoſed 
the DofIrine, Leaſt of all ſhould an Anſwerer 
of his ſtanding and Repuratiou in Polemic 
Squadble, have quietly paſt by ſome whole 
Paragraphs, the moſt marerial in the Notes ; 
or only caſt a bald ſqueez'd Jeſt at 'em. 

As to the flight Rairks which he ſomerimes 
oppoſes to the Arguments in the Noces and Hi- 
—_— 1$2n Anſwer preparing,and almoſt 
finiſh'd, ro every thing in his Boouk,to be pub- 
liſh'd, unlefs in hits next he 15 conrene to own 
be deſprts it not. For as to the Unirarians chem- - 


ſclves,they are upon ſeveral accounts nor for» 
ward . 


ward to publiſh a farther Anſwer, Firſt, they 
foreſce, that the Vindication is not 4 Book, by 
which the Church of Exgland, or any other 
Party of the Trinitarians, will abide ; they 
l»2k for another kind of Anſwer,andcherefore 
reſerve their Defence to a time and occaſion 
that may more require them. Another Rea- 
ſon is, they dare truſt the Hiſtory and Notes 
with the DoRor's Anſwer,though he durit nor 
truſt his Anſwer with the Notes 3 only they 
defire the Reader to 1cad the Notes and Hiſto- 
ry as they are publiſh'd by rhemgin encireDul- 
courſcs,not as they arc mangled, and cut into 
Thongs by the Vindicator, They are confident 
that no diſcerning Man who ſhall read De. 
Sherlock's Vindication, and afterwards read 4- 
gain che Notes of Hiſtory, as they arc pub- 
liſh'd by che Unirarians, bur will fad himſc!f 
as much troubled to untic the Gordian Knots,as 
if they had never read the Solutions of the Vin- 
dicaror.But I will conclude _=_ him,wich on- 
ly obſerving ſomething ro Whar he has, with 
his uſual Charity and Sagaciry,obxRed to the 
Hopes of Salvation in the Uniarian way, 
The Noce-maker had Gid, that, * In theſe 
© Points which have been always controverted 
*jn the Church of God, - nie raage) bag 
* Salvation, that a Man ha to be of r 
© right Perſwaſion 3 'ris Cufficicte if he uſc r114- 
* (ouable Diligence ro be informed ; if afrer char 
© he miſtakes,he is in no fault at a/l,his Error 15 
* pre Ignor ance, not a culpable 1 nce 3 for 
* how can it Le culpable not to know that, of 
* which a Man is ignorant aftty 2 diligent and 
© impartial Inquiry 7 To this the Vindicator an- 
ſwers in ſeveral Pages, bur all ts Argument of 
his Anſwer is in theſe words, * Then how 
* comes an Atheiſt, a Turk, or a Jew to be in 
* any fault ? Does the Norte-maker think that 
* no Atheiſt, Turk, or Jew ever uſed 11201 z- 
* ble Dillgence ? Ard why ſhould not their 
© reaſonable Deligence ſerve their turns; as 
* well as che reatonable Dili of Socini- 
2x5, and other Hereticks ? — And docs not 


* rhe Reaſon he gives, extend ts the wholt 
* Chriſtian Religion, as well as to thoſe Points 
* that (he ſays) have been always controver- 
* ted inthe Churches of God ? 
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SHAE EN D. 


To this Complemene of he Vindicarrr, 1 
anſwer, 1.1 do not think Arheiſm ever was tie 
abiding Scnement of any Man, who took time 
to conſider ; and I deny that any Arheiſt ever 
uſed 114ſoxable, or but tolerable Diligtnet to be 
informed. 2, As to Jews and Turks, who ve- 
heve and worſhip the one eruc God, and him 
oaly ; perhaps they are ina nearer Proximicy 
ro Salvation than ſuch,as againſt ſuffi-1eny Op- 
porrumries of 2a right Informarion, afid tor 
World!y Intcreſts have apoſtatized from the 
Chriſtian Faich, to the Athanalian, 3.,T no 
that deny the whole Cimiſtic® Riligior, alter 
having known it and the Reaſons of it, the 
Noremaker 13 aſſured whatever Dil/sgencs they 
may have uſed, they have not made ( a5 the 
Notes expreſly require) an Impatial 1:quir), 
They have been byafid by their Prejudices, 
or their Luſts, ezar/t the whole Chritian F tits ; 
as others (we (ce) are byaſſed againſt the no! 
Eſſential Parts of it, the Uniry of God, hu I14- 
"17 Sapience, Goodneſs, Juſtice, and Power, 
bis veel Ormnipreſence, the Liberry of our 
Wills to Good and Evil, If the Vindicator 
thinks octherways, let him ſpeak out, and 
platnly tell che World his Mind ; that a Man 
may have uſed re2ſonuble Dilizenct, and alſo 
made 21 Inpartial I«quiry, and yer dis\elicve 
the whole Chriſtian Religion, This, I hope, may 
be enough to Dr, Shvlorb ar preſent. 

As for Mr. Szvage, who hath alſo written a- 
gainſt che Brief Notes, if he had pleaſed to 
write after an intell1gible manner, he ſeems 19 
be a Perſon that might have deſerved a care+ 
ful Anſwer : But having wrapr himſe'f up in 2 
School-Cloud, and wrote in ſuch towring Mc- 
taphilicks, 2s are much above ordinary or u!1- 
learned Capacities 3 I am ſenſible char, with 
reſpe*t ro the Unitarian Cauſe, his Book can 
do neither good nor hurt. However, the Uni- 
tarians thank him for his deſign to inform and 
inſtruct chem ; and they defire him not to 
take it amils, if chey alſo adviſe him,thar the 
next time he writes for the Information of 
the Iiitrrate and Valger, he would write morc 
incelligibly, For, 

Liarnng's Lig't, win bild foo high, gots ot. 
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